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PARTY AND STATE 


SELF-SACRIFICE DEMANDED OF COMMUNIST PARTY MEMBERS 
Hangzhou ZHEJIANG RIBAO in Chinese 14 Aug 81 p 4 


[Article by Wang Zhifang [3076 1807 5364]: "Party Members Should All Have the 
Spirit of Self-Sacrifice"] 


[Text] Comrade Hu Yaobang [5170 5069 6721] in his "Speech at the Meeting in Cele- 
bratior of the 60th Anniversary of the Founding of the Communist Party in China" 
said: "For us Communists, serving the people means primarily dedication to the 
cause of communism and readiness to sacrifice ourselves for the interests of the 
people." That is to say that the brilliant spirit of communism is self-sacrifice 
is a manifestation of a communist's profound understanding and great knowledge. 
Every party member must have this type of selfless and fearless revolutionary 
spirit. 


The Communist Party member's spirit of self-sacrifice is the most fundamental 
phenomenon in our party's wholehearted purpose of serving the people. Just by 
depending on this spirit of self-sacrifice has enabled our party to be victorious 
over all difficulties and obstacles, to go through the three great mountains, and 
establish the People's Republic. After liberation, our party widely held this 
spirit in esteem and spread its reputation for worthiness everywhere, educating 
and encouraging the multitudes. 


Some people say that this spirit of self-sacrifice on the part of Communist Party 
members was necessary in the extremely rude environment in which the party was 
established, but that now and in the future, without an opposing class it is obvi- 
ously not so necessary. But, in fact, this is a misapprehension. We say that 
while this era of peaceful construction does not require us to pay out such a 
large-scale price in lives (although in particular times and environments there 
still has to be that kind of sacrifice), in it we do frequently encounter the 
contradiction between public and private interests. For example, as part of eco- 
nomic readjustments some enterprises need to cease production or move, some com- 
rades must change careers, and other comrades lose some income. These are kinds 
of sacrifice. In the immediate future housing for the masses will be in short 
supply, and the country, for a time, will be unable to fill the demand and so, 

in this area, we party members must work to put the people first and ourselves 
after. That also will be a kind of sacrifice. Because the remote areas require 
strengthened leadership, some cadres will be sent there from the cities or other 
more comfortable posts. This is a kind of sacrifice. That there are limited 








promotion openings requires our comrades to show a modest style which is also it- 
self a kind of sacrifice. Being righteous and brave, helping those in distress 
and combating evil even at the risk of injury, are also kinds of sacrifice.... It 
can be seen that the communist's spirit of self-sacrifice manifests itself in many 
ways, ways that recognize that in this era of peaceful construction we can lose 

the revolutionary spirit and not share the bitter and sweet of life with the masses 
and in our thoughts and actions put individual profit above benefiting the masses, 
which is entirely wrong. 


Still there are some comrades who worry: because the “cultural revolution" led to 
10 years of internal disorder, the party's excellent traditional work style was 
poisoned so that it will be difficult for us now to restore and expand the spirit 
of self-sacrifice! This kind of anxiety is understandable, but one ought to see 
that although our excellent party spirit was severely abused by the counterrevolu- 
tionary clique of Lin Biao [2651 1753] and Jiang Qing [3068 7230], there are still 
a good many excellent Communist Party members who have preserved and enhanced the 
revolutionary spirit that willingly sacrifices individual benefits for the peo- 
ple's good, even to the point of giving up ones own life. As for the martyrs 
Zhang Zhixin [1728 1807 2450] and Shi Yunfeng [0670 0061 1496] who were sacrificed 
for the truth, were they not dedicated heroes of the revolution and remarkable 
Communist Party members? At the same time one must also see that after the smash- 
ing of the "gang of four" and especially since the Third Party Congress, with 
rebellion put down and order restored, the spirit of self-sacrifice, in the face 
of insults and rejection, has been restored. Everywhere within the ranks of our 
party's cadre, comrades who for the sake of party and people “worry before anyone 
else worries and are happy only after everyone else is happy" are appearing. 

Their spirit of self-sacrifice is the hope of the party for reviving the nation's 
institutions. 


That party members should all have the spirit of self-sacrifice is not to deny 
party members an appropriate individual reward. It is to say that in every matter 
before us we ought to think about and pursue what benefits the party and the peo- 
ple, we should thoroughly eliminate the “when the times are peaceful and happy all 
come for profit, when the world is shaken all go for profit" viewpoint of the ex- 
ploiting class and the "without profit I don't get up early, if there is a profit 
I look forward to the sunrise" type of individualistic behavior. In fact, origi- 
nally to be a party member meant to endure more hardships than other people. More- 
over, in our socialist society, if you sacrifice for other people then at the same 
time other people will sacrifice for you. But party members should make more 
sacrifices than tie masses in general, their sacrifices should be greater, and 
they should come first. 


The revolutionary pathfinder Xiao Chunu [5618 2806 1166] has said: "It resembles 
a candle, lighted at the top and burning down to the bottom, it is constantly 
bright." Communist Party members, taking the world upon their shoulders, should 
have this “spirit of the candle,“ to offer unselfishly their own brilliance to 
mankind, even if it means their own death. 


9504 
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PARTY AND STATE 


CITY OF NINGBO WORKS ON IMPROVING SOCIAL ORDER 
Hangzhou ZHEJIANG RIBAO in Chinese 18 Aug 81 p l 


[Article by Shen Gongxuan [3088 0501 5503]: "In the Jiangbei Ward of Ningbo All 
Areas Are Closely Coordinating To Put Into Practice Collective Management of Ke- 
forms in the Security of Society"] 


[Text] Unified under the leadership of the ward council, each department of the 
ward government and the judicial organizations of the Jiangbei Ward of Ningbo have 
cooperated closely to give direction to society and to mobilize the masses collec- 
tively to manage and improve social order, achieving laudatory results. Up to 
July of this year, the rate for major crimes compared with the same period last 
year fell 50 percent; cases of gang violence also declined at a great rate. 


The ward has emphasized youth and children in its improvement of social order and 
peace and used legal education as the major tool, greatly expanding ideological 
and political work. Over 500 unemployed youths in the ward were organized to 
study the socialist legal system, current political affairs, scientific culture, 
and to receive instruction in many types of commercial skills so as to improve 
their qualifications to enter schools or obtain jobs. Because they have people's 
attention ideologically and have been given instruction educationally, these 
youths have gone down the road ahead of them full of faith and hope and, usually, 
they also have participated positively in public beneficial labor and the defense 
of law and order. Recently they have also propagandized vigorously the spirit of 
the 6th Plenary Session of the 1lth CCP Central Committee, developing the "5 lec- 
tures" and "4 beauties" campaigns. They organized an exhibition, showed slides 
at a movie house, and conducted some lively legal education. Using all means, 
they also enlarged the place of the literary movement, enriching its contents 
thereby enriching and giving variety to the nonworking lives of young workers 
and the vacation lives of students, improving the physical health of both groups. 
Each street also organized public security personnel, block and resident cadre, 
and retired workers to participate in an educational assistance group that posi- 
tively improved the work of ideologically; transforming delinquent youths and 
strengthening the legal education of persons released from labor reform or re- 
stored from labor education, transforming negative factors into positive factors. 


Simultaneously with strengthening educational work, the ward strengthened the 
detection and disposition of criminal cases, according to the law, severely and 
quickly attacking the activities of criminal offenders. Public security, pro- 
curatorate, and judicial organizations forcefully strengthened the ideological 








and occupational development of the rank and file security and judicial personnel. 
The police's efficiency in handling cases and the quality of their work has been 
continuously raised. In important cases or criminal cases involving more serious 
harm, the three organizations have closely cooperated, each proceeding with the 
critical work and greatly raising the momentum in the handling of criminal cases 
and reducing the time taken to handle a case successfully. Up to July of this 
year, for the whole ward the solution rate for serious crimes reached 100 percent, 
affairs of juvenile gang violence fell sharply, and the success rate for criminal 
cases in general rose 30.6 percent as compared with the same period of last year. 
The procuratorate and the courts have both filed indictments and conducted trials 
in a timely fashion, always concluding cases within the time limits set by law, 
thereby suppressing the arrogance of the criminal elements. 


The ward also established and put into operation at each of the three levels, 
ward, street, and block, mutual defense organizations that practiced united leader- 
ship and direction, strictly administered public security, thoroughly strengthen- 
ing the work of preserving the peace. The various units designated nearly 400 
people to take part in these mutual defense ranks. Military personnel stationed 
in this area assisted positively and cooperated closely. Day and night these 
mutual defense groups patrolled the major thoroughfares, little alleys, public 
areas, and major transportation routes to maintain social order. According to 
Statistics, up to July of this year, these mutual defense patrols had arrested 

40 criminals of all kinds, and 4 escapees from labor reform and labor education; 
120 criminals of various sorts were investigated and tried. Each street and 
block also established a system of mediators and people's juries, equipped secu- 
rity personnel, and used extensively the "security gate" movement. Some blocks 
alse separately organized and systematized a "public security covenant" for mutual 
surveillance. The public security organizations intensified their basic work so 
that in a timely fashion and responding to social conditions, the whole ward pro- 
duced a strict network of mutual defense of public security, and caused criminal 
elements not to lightly undertake reckless actions. 
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PARTY AND STATE 


OVERSENSITIVITY TO ‘CRITICISM’ CAMPAIGN REBUKED 
Beijing BEIJING WANBAO in Chinese 29 Avg 81 p 3 


[Article by Shi Hua [4258 0553]: “Mistaking the Reflection of a Bow in a Cup 
for a ‘Stick'"] 


[Text] In discussing how some comrades turn pale as soon as they hear of criticism, 
the article "Lu Xun on Literary Criticism" in the "Words of a Hundred Schools" 
column of WANDAO used the analogy of “mistaking the reflection of a bow in a cup 

for a ‘stick.'" This use was very appropriate. 


"Mistaking the reflection of a bow in a cup for a ‘stick'" of course evolved from 
the idiom "mistaking the reflection of a bow in a cup for a ‘snake.'" That idiom 
is ordinarily something with which everyone is well acquainted. But some young 
comrades may still not know it, so there is a need to give it a brief introduction 
here. 


It is recorded in "Biography of Le Guang," Volume 43 of “The History of the Jin 
Dynasty": "There was once an intimate guest who failed to return for a very long 
time. When Guang asked him why, he replied: ‘When I was at your table last time, 
you granted me a cup of wine. Just as I was about to drink it, I saw a snake in 
the cup. This was rather loathsome to me. After I drank it, I became sick.‘ At 
that time, there was a horn hung on the wall of the guest hall of this magistrate 
of Henan which was painted in the form of a snake. What he took as a snake in his 
cup was nothing mre than the reflection of this horn. Guang therefore again set 
a table at the previous location, and when the drink was given to the guest, he 
asked him: "De you not see something in your cup again?" The guest replied: ‘I 
see the same thing as I did last time.’ Guang thereby told him what was the matter. 
The guest's mind suddenly opened up, and his long illness was instantly cured.” 


What is saic here has to do with “mistaking the reflection of a bow in a cup for 
a snake.” Some say that the “horn” was actually a bow, because there has been 

the usage cf a “hornbow™ since antiquity: others say that it was a musical intru- 
ment used in the army in ancient days. I! believe the latter interpretation. The 
story of someone really mistaking the reflection of a bow in a cup for a snake 
was told in FENGSU TONGYI [General Impli.ations of Certain Customs] by Ying Shao 
[2019 0508] of the Eastern Han Dynasty. 


Ying Shao's grandfather Ying Bin [2019 1755] once invited Du Xuan [2629 1357] to 
drink with him. A red bow was hung on the wall; as the bow was reflected in the 








cup, it looked like a snake. Du Xuan was possibly somewhat nearsighted and could 
not see very clearly. He became scared, but he was Ying Bin's subordinate and dared 
not decline the drink. But once he drank that cup of wine, Du Xuan went home 

and got sick. He felt pain in his chest and abdomen and could not eat; all ef- 
forts failed to cure him. Later, Ying Bin went to see Du Xuan and only then 

learned that Du Xuan thought the snake was making trouble in his stomach. Thus, 
Ying Bin invited Du Xuan back to the same place and poured another cup of wine to 
let him see the "reflection of the snake” in the cup and then also let him see the 
bow on the wall. Du Xuan's sickness was immediately cured. 


It looks like Le Guang's guest and Du Xuan were both oversensitive. But their 
fear was by no means unfounded. Even if they did not experience it personally, 
at least they had heard about how harmful a poisonous snake was. The problem was 
that they lacked a serious, careful, observant attitude. It was really not worth 
it for them to become scared into sickness without getting a really clear grasp 
of the situation. 


Worthy of praise are Ying Bin and Le Guang. They both held a caring attitude toward 
their relative and subordinate. After perceiving the other's mental problems, 

they did not laugh at or satirize them, nor did they zveason with them in the ab- 
stract, but they let the other person first see the reality. This is a very good 
method of education. Today, those comrades who think that they see a stick as 

soon as criticism seems to be in sight, and who take it as a "signal" of some 
movement underway, would do well to take a good look at reality first. Have 
several months not passed since the so-called “signal” you saw? Has the thing 
"come," after all, which you thought was “coming” again? 


Materialism tells us that a judgment can only be made on the basis of facts; a 
judgment based on "reflection," whether because of impatience or as a result of 
"lingering fear," is liable to cause one to suffer. 


9255 
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PARTY AND STATE 


LIAONING, HEBEI CONFERENCES EMPHASIZE IDEOLOGICAL WORK 
Seif-—Criticism by Municipal Leader 
Shenyang LIAONING RIBAO in Chinese 3 Sep 81 p 1 


[Report by He Shanzhen [0149 3790 3791]: "First Secretary of Shenyang Municipal 
Par.y Committee Carries Out Self-Criticism Over Soft, Impotent Ideological Leader- 
ship; Asks Cadres at Various Levels To Encourage Healthy Revolutionary Trends and 
Do a Good Job of Fostering arty Workstyle”] 


[Text] In the forenoon of 1 September, the Shenyang Municipal Party Committee 
convened a meeting of party-member leading cadres from units above county and corps 
level. Li Tao [2621 3447], first secretary of the CCP Committee of Shenyang 
Municipality, took the lead in carrying out self-criticism over the matter of the 
dissipated, soft condition of the municipal party committee's ideological leader- 
ship and the matter of deviation in the party's workstyle in organs at the municipal 
level. He thereby set himself as an example for the participating comrades. 


Comrade Li Tao said that since the beginning of this year, because the municipal 
party committee has gradually corrected leftist errors in guiding ideology, the 
political situation and the economic situation in Shenyang Municipality has geueral- 
ly been fine. But several recent incidents also have reflected how soft and in- 
potent the municipal party committee's leadership has become. For instance, with- 
out prior appeal for approval or repurt, the service department of the gas company 
undertook to suspend its gas supply to the Shenyang electric bulb factory, re- 
sulting in suspension of production at the factory. After the incident, several 
secretaries and the mayor gave the gas company the opportunity to carry out rele- 
vant repair and resume the gas supply, but the gas company was unmoved. [In another 
matter,] the long-distance telecommunications bureau had taken possession of a 
clubhouse sometime ago. The municipal party committee made a decision, and several 
secretaries on several occasions undertook to urge to vacate, but the party com- 
mittee of the long-distance telecommunications bureau dragged on without taking 
any immediate action. These problems illustrate that the leadership of the muni- 
cipal party committee has fallen into a soft, impotent state. We must conscien- 
tiously launch ~iticism and self-criticism sessions in order to get rid of such 
unhealthy things. 


Comrade Li Tao also made a self-criticism over the existence of unhealthy trends 
in organs under the jurisdiction of the municipal party committee. He said that 
in order to revive and give full play to the party's fine tradition and workstyle, 
we must first of all do a good job of correcting the workstyle of the leading 








organs. Today there also is evidence of favoritism among ‘»rgans directly under 
the jurisdiction of the municipality; in supplying commodities in urgent demand 
and short supply, such as beer and cigarettes, some markets have adupted a "special 
distribution” approach, which has resulted in a delay in domestic supplies. This 
is a dislocation with respect to the masses; in such a cae, tf you wish to criti- 
-ize others, you won't be able to stiffen your owm back. There are not too many 
instances like this, but they are very harmful. If such trenis are allowed to 
spread, things will be hard to handle. We can nc longer look but fail to see such 
phenomena. Insofar as unhealthy trends are concerned, we mst dare to restrain 
and control them and do a good job of fostering our party's workstyle in a down- 
to-earth way. Only thus can we grasp and achieve practical results. 


Comrade Li Tao asked leading cadres at various levels not to be afraid of launch- 
ing criticism sessions, but to make criticism and self-criticism really the good 
habits in our political life in order to solve existing problems in a practical 
way. 


"Wash Away Political Dirt’ 
Shenyang LIAONING RIBAO in Chinese 6 Sep 81 p 2 


[Article by Zhang Rufu [1728 0320 1382], Secretary of Yuanbao District CCP Committee, 
Dandong Municipality: "Master the Weapon of Criticism; Cleanse Away Political Dirt") 


[Text] Cricicism and self-criticism constitute cur party's heirloom and are a 
powerful weapon for overcoming the enemy and achieving victory. The "Resolution" 
passed by the Sixth Plenary Session of the llth Party Central Committee fully demon- 
strates the spirit of criticism and self-criticism and has set a brilliant example 
for the whole party. The document not only summarizes scientifically the major 
party events since the founding of our state but also provides a correct appraisal 
of the position of our great leader Comrade Mao Zedong in relation to the Chinese 
revolution and «lso of his merits and demerits. Such an opea, aboveboard, and 
practical spirit of adhering to the truth and correcting mistakes suggests our 
party's prosperity and development, and it indicates to the whole world; the Com- 
munist Party of China has great hope. 


Marxism tells us that no proletarian party or leadership personality can avoid “ave- 
ing this or that kind of d2fects and faults. The question is whether such a party 
or personality can reach tae point of admitting one's mistakes when mistakes are 
made and correcting one’s mistakes when mistakes are discovered, so that, through 
criticism and self-criticism, the political dirc is cleansed from oneself and 

one’s revolutionary youth is thus forever ;reserved. More than once, Comrade Mao 
Zedong admonished the whole party to do its best to guard against arrogance and 
maintain clear thinking. He wanted party members to listen regularly to criticism ; 
by the masses and to continue to eliminate erroneous ideas just as they would wash 
their faces. Practice has fully proved that this is an irrefutable truth. When- 
ever we pick up this weapon of criticism and self-criticism, daring to correct 

our mistakes and faults in a sincere and open manner, those above and below in 

the whole party are always united and the undertakings of the party develop 
smoothly; but whenever this weapon is abandoned, we deviate from the masses, de- 
viate from reality, and cause the party's undertakings to suffer losses. While 
comprehensively and fairly appraising Comrade Mao Zedong's great historical merits, 





the "Resolution" at the same time analyzes, in the manner of seeking truth from 
facts, the mistakes made by this great Marxist, pointing out that in his late years, 
because of complex social and historical reasons and the fact that his own prestige 
had gradually reached a peak, he gradually became arrogant and gradually drew apart 
from reality and from the masses, his subjectivism and personal and arbitrary work- 
style DSecame more and more serious, and he more and more imposed [his will] on the 
Party Central Committee. All this ied to the continued weakening of, and eventual 
damage to, the principle of collective leadership and democratic centralism in the 
political life of the party and the state, and it brought about serious losses to 
the cause of the party. This is a painful lesson. Through the summing up of this 
lesson, the whole party is able to recognize anew how extremely important to our 
party is the weapon of cricitism and self-criticism. In this sense, this will 
constitute a momentum for us to continue to advance and a wealth for our party 
building. 


At this great historical turning point today, as our party engages in construction 
of the four modernizations, reviving and giving scope to the party's fine tradition 
and launching criticism and self-criticism sessions are a very urgent and salient 
matters. Since the smashing of the "gang of four," and especially after the Third 
Plenary Session of the llth Party Central Committee, along with the revival of the 
party's fine traditions and the strengthening of democracy within the party, the 
atmosphere of criticism and self-criticism has become increasingly pronounced. Many 
leading cadres have gone deep among the masses, humbly listened to the opinions of 
various sides, carried out self-criticism, and gained the support of the masses 

as well as their love and esteem. On the other hand, because of the sabotage of 
Lin Biao and the "gang of four," and because of the influence of unwholesome trends 
in society, the launching of criticism and self-criticism sessions today still en- 
counters great obstacles. Some cadres like to listen to "minor criticism" but can- 
not bear to listen to "major criticism", some can listen to "remote criticism" but 
not to "close criticism"; and some listen only to abstract criticism but cannot 
listen to specific criticisms. Some simply cannot tolerate criticism at all; they 
are arrogant and supercilious and overbearing with others. When they hear compli- 
ments, they become conspicuously pleased, but when they hear harsh remarks, their 
eyes begin to bulge and they even ignore party discipline and the laws of the state 
and proceed to retaliate. This is very dangerous. If such people do not sensibly 
convert [their ways], they are bound to trip up. 


Through study of the "Resolution,'’ comrades of our district party committee have 
conscientiously reviewed our work during the past few years and have formulated 
measures to strengthen our study and improve our workstyle. We are determined to 
place ourselves at all times in the position of a common party member, accept the 
supervision of the people and the collective, guard against arrogance, preserve our 
revolutionary youth forever, and forever work as the people's public servants. 


Prefecture First S cretary's Remarks 
Shijiazhuang HEBEI RIBAO in Chinese 27 Aug 81 pp 1, 3 


[Report by Liu Zhihua [0491 1807 5478], Zhang Huifeng [1728 1920 1498], and Xin 
Yandong [6580 1750 2639]: "First Secretary of Baoding Prefectural Party Committee 








Xing Chongzhi [6717 1504 2535] Maintains Contact With Realities in the Prefecture 
and Sums Up Experiences and Lessons; Continue To Cleanse Away Leftist Ideas, and 
Complete the Historical Task of Returning to Order from Disorder"] 


[Text] From 30 July to 14 August, the Baoding Prefectural CCP Committee convened 

a study meeting in which more than 500 responsible comrades from the standing com- 
mittee of the county party committee and departments, divisions, commissions, offices, 
and bureaus under the direct jurisdiction of the prefectural party committee took 
part. Participating comrades kept contact with reality while studying the "Resolu- 
tion" passed by the Sixth Plenary Session of the llth Party Central Committee and 
Comrade Hu Yaobang's "1 July" speech. Using the "Resolution" as their norm, they 
conscientiously sorted out the influence of "leftist" and other erroneous ideas, 
inspected their work, summed up their experiences, studied problems, proposed mea- 
sures to solve the problems, and achieved the expected goal of unifying their think- 
ing and looking forward in unity. 


During the process of study, they kept contact with the reality of their own think- 
ing, analyzed certain historical incidents in the manner of seeking truth from 
facts, and unified their ideological perception under the spirit of the "Resolution.' 
Many comrades said: In the past, we lacked the spirit of seeking truth from facts 
in our appraisal of Chairman Mao ideologically, and we also lacked the spirit of 
seeking truth from facts in understanding ourselves. As for our perception of the 
“Cultural Revolution," the "Resolution" puts it very clearly: The "Cultural Revo- 
lution,” the "Resolution" puts it very clearly: The "Cultural Revolution" was an 
internal disturbance erroneously launched by the leaders and utilized by counter- 
revolutionary cliques; it brought serious calamities to the party, the state, and 
the people of the various nationalities. Today, we recognize that if we leave aside 
this general premise of "internal disturbance,"' if we leave aside the calamities 
suffered by the people, and we still vie with each other to see who is better or 
who is right from a personal standpoint or from the standpoint of a small circle, 
this will evidently not be a reflection of our high degree of consciousness, of 

our high level, or of our strong party character. On the contrary, this would be 

a reflection of our low degree of consciousness, our low level, and our poor party 
character. Everybody indicated that he was ready to treat historical and realistic 
problems and to consider problems of the state and the people from the standpoint 
of the party and the people, to liberate himself from the small circle of personal 
feelings of gratitude or resentment, and to strengthen his consciousness of winning 
glory for the party and of working in the interests of the people. 


During the process of study, everybody also analyzed the work of his own county or 
department in the manner of seeking truth from facts. Everybody was of the opinion 
that the turmoil in Baoding Prefecture during the "Cultural Revolution” was more 
serious and lasted relatively longer. After the smashing of the "gang of four," 
and especially since the Third Plenary Session of the llth Party Central Committee, 
great results have been achieved in various aspects of work, and a situation of 
stability and unity has been secured. But because of influence by the "left," the 
uncovering, criticizing, and inspecting tasks in some localities expanded. The 
reason for the expansion was because "leftist" influence was still present in the 
guiding ideology in the first place, because boundaries were not drawn clearly in 
the second place, and because factionalism interfered in the third place. The 
responsible person of the previous provincial party committee said that, except in 
Baoding, everyone in Hebei resisted the "gang of four"; this does not correspond to 
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reality and is "leftist" stuff. Taking the question of factionalism as the question 
of class struggle and taking the attitude toward the responsible person of the pre- 
vious provincial party committee as the standard for judging right and wrong were 
also important reasons for people to make those mistakes. Through study, all par- 
ticipants have unified their understanding; the ideological lumps some comrades 

have grown for a long time have become dissolved, the wounds brought about by leftist 
mistakes have gradually healed, and a momentum of surging vigorously upward and of 
striding assertively forward has already begun to appear. 


At the conclusion of the meeting, Baoding Prefectural Party Committee First Secre- 
tary Xing Chongzhi made a summation speech on behalf of the prefectural party com- 
mittee. He first of all affirmed how, since the smashing of the "gang of four," 

and especially since the Third Plenary Session of the llth Party Central Committee, 
party organizations at various levels, the vast ranks of cadres, and masses through- 
out the whole prefecture have done a great deal of work in returning to order from 
disorder, cleansing among leftist ideas, rectifying unjust, false, and erroneous 
cases of litigation, checking up on the "three kinds of people" and “four kinds of 
people," readjusting the leading groups, and solving questions relating to the ex- 
posure, criticism, and inspection of remnant problems, as well as to the develop- 
ment of industrial and agricultural production, and have achieved very great results. 
Then he pointed out they because the period in which the leftist ideology endured 
was rather long, its influence was rather deep, and its sphere was quite broad, 

plus the fact that the responsible person of the previous provincial party committee 
resisted the carrying out of the line, principles, and policies of the Third Plenary 
Session of the llth Party Central Committee, with the result that no discussions on 
practice as the criterion for testing truth were seriously launched, the schedule 
for returning to order from disorder and for the cleansing away of leftist ideas 

in our prefecture has been affected and the speedy realization of the spirit of the 
Third Plenary Session has been hampered. Thus it is necessary to spend a great deal 
of energy and a great deal of effort to continue to cleanse away leftist ideas and 
complete the historical task of returning to order from disorder. Comrade Xing 
Chongzhi emphatically proposed, in view of the actual situation in Baoding Pre- 
fecture, that we must seriously solve problems in the following areas. 


First, continue to eliminate the ideological influence of "the two whatevers." The 
"Resolution" differentiates between Mao Zedong Thought and the mistakes Comrade 

Mao Zedong committeed in his later years, repudiates the theory of uninterrupted 
revolution under the dictatorship of the proletariat, criticizes personal worship, 
and explicates the Marxist theories concerning leadership, political parties, and 
the masses; this serves thoroughly to overthrow the viewpoint of "the two whatevers.” 
But in our actual life, it is by no means easy to adhere .o seeking truth from 

facts and to eliminate the influence of "the two whatevers." In our Baoding Pre- 
fecture, such thinking as "only the book counts" and "only the superior counts" con- 
tinues to show up in our actual work, and there is a great tendency to carry out 
directives from above blindly. In passinc judgment on what is right and what is 
wrong, some comrades use as their criteric. not social practice but "the book," or 
the speech or a certain directive of a certain leader. They place accountability 

to the higher level in opposition to acccuntability to the masses. This is bound to 
lead them to erroneous conclusions, and it becomes forever impossible for them to 
secure improvement from historical lessons. If we fail to break through the con- 
straint of "the two whatevers" and fail to break the fetters of "the two whatevers," 
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the historical cases of unjust, false, and erroneous ligitation cannot be rectified, 
the internal turmoil of 10 years of "Cultural Revolution" cannot be negated, nega- 
tive results brought about by the "Cultural Revolution" cannot be eliminated, the 
large contingent of old cadres cannot come forth to work again, "leftist" mistakes 
cannot be corrected, and th. party's glorious tradition cannot be revived and de- 
veloped. Thus we are liable to proceed along the road of "leftist" mistakes right 
to the very end. Because of this, we should resolutely discard the thinking of 
"the two whatevers," insist on analyzing all major events that occurred in our 
locality and our unit with the spirit of the "Resolution," affirm or negate them in 
the manner of seeking truth from facts, and dispose of them decisively. Only thus 
can we accomplish the tasks of returning to order from disorder in our actual work. 


Second, eliminate the ideological influence of "taking class struggle as the key 
link."" An important aspect of the fact that over the years leftist mistakes have 
occurred in the guiding ideology of our party is the erroneous appraisal of the 
situation of class struggle in our country and the resort to an escalation of class 
struggle. During the "Cultural Revolution," it was even characterized as the great 
political revolution of one class overthrowing another class. Because of the very 
deep influence of this erroneous theory and erroneous practice, some of our com- 
rades inadvertently tend to follow the habit of taking the various political move- 
ments of the past as struggles of the proletariat against the bourgeoisie, struggles 
of the socialist path against the capitalist path, and struggles of the correct 
path against the erroneous path. And in theory, too, this has been the case--that 
is, they usually regard themselves as proletarians and regard others as bourgeois; 
they think that what they themselves are following is the socialist path and that 
what others are following is the capitalist path; and they designate what they are 
carrying out as the correct line and what others are carrying out as the erroneous 
line. This serves to make an invisible demarcation among ovr people and to lead to 
discrepancies in people's perceptions and to disunity in . heir work. We should 
carry out a concrete analysis of concrete problems, and not regard all things and 
all problems as matters of class struggle. Of course, when we say we no longer 
need to "take class struggle as the key link," we do not mean that there is no 
longer any class struggle; class struggle continues to exist in certain realms and 
requires us to correctly analyze and handle it according to the spirit of the 
"Resolutica." 


Third, overcome the idea about someone being "always correct." During the "cultural 
Revolution," this idea that someone was “always correct" was employed at random. 
People called themselves leftists, thinking that only they were revolutionaries 

and tha only they were leftists. This contributed to the theory of someone being 
“always correct." In Hebei, among those representatives who were "always correct," 
the principal responsible person of the previous provincial party committee was 

one of them. We should absorb lessons from his mistakes. Wishing to be "always 
correct" also had its influence in Baoding Prefecture. In the past, those who had 
supported so-and-so were always taken as being correct, and those who had opposed 
so-and-so were always taken as being erroneous. Today, once the mistakes of the 
principal responsible person of the previous provincial party committee are exposed, 
some comrades in turn assume themselves to be those who opposed so-and-so and 
thereby they look upon themselves as having been "always correct.'' Actually, none 
of these attitudes can be said to correspond to reality. During the past 20 years, 
our party committed leftist mistakes in its guiding ideology. ''The movement of 
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the Great Proletarian Cultural Revolution" was completely wrong. Then how can any- 
one who participated in the "Cultural Revolution" turn out to have been "always 
correct?" A communist should seek truth from facts and remain open and aboveboard. 
We should adhere to what is good for the interests of the people and to correct 

what is mistaken in the interests of the people. We should be able to treat people 
in the manner of one dividing into two, and we must furthermore be able to treat 
ourselves in the manner of one dividing into two, regularly inspect our thinking 

and our work with the method of criticism and self-criticism, and brush the political 
dirt from ourselves. 


Fourth, eliminate the remnant poison of "drawing the line according to the people 
involved.'"' "Drawing the line according the people involved," along with the idea 
about someone being “always correct," is an offspring of the "Cultural Revolution." 
It is a reflection of the idea that someone is “always correct" on the organizational 
line. Such influence has not yet been eliminated even to this day. But there are 
three most salient manifestations of this at present: one is factionalism, as 
people look at problems not from the standpoint of the party but from the small 
circle of this or that faction; another is that, in their organizational life, 
people resort to sectarianism and not universality; and the third is personal attach- 
ment, as people attach their own destiny to the person of a certain leader, taking 
party cadres as this person's men or that person's men. For a long time an in- 
correct trend has existed: When the party wishes to transfer a cadre's work, he 
refuses to go and the receiving unit thus refuses to accept him. Some people 

treat the transfer of cadres not from the principle of party character but always 
from the old-fashioned factionalist point of view. When others are transferred, 
their thinking also begin to waver along with them; thus they become active every- 
where in order to fish out information. They conjecture at random, discuss the 
matter with gusto, and spend all their energy on it! Also, once a cadre is trans- 
ferred, some inquire a little here, talk a little there, and stir up trouble every- 
where: This is another factor that affects the unity between the higher level and 
the subordinate level and among comrades. In still another example, once a cadre 
is transferred, some persons immediately say that he has committee some mistake or 
he has some problems, etc. All ot these are phenomena that should never exist, 

but they are a reflection that the negative consequences of the "Cultural Revolu- 
tion" have not yet been eliminated. We must eliminate the influence of "drawing 
the line according the people involved" and restore the party's organizational work 
under the party's glorious tradition and correct organizational principles. 


In order to speed up the pace of returning to order from disorder in Baoding Pre- 
fecture, to make a go of our economic work and our spiritual civilization, and to 
build the ranks of the cadres into a strong leading force guiding the people of the 
whole prefecture to carry out smoothly the construction of the four modernizations, 
Comrade Xing Chongzhi also made concrete demands concerning the work of the read- 
justment of leading groups, the close grasping and proper handling of our economic 
work, and the fostering of good social c:;:oms and other similar matters. 
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PART’ AND STATE 


PROPER APPROACH TO STUDY OF FOREIGN TECHNOLOGY NEEDED 


Beijing BEIJING WANBAO in Chinese 10 Sep 81 p 3 





{Article by Gu Zhaoji [7357 5128 1015] in "Words of a Hundred Schools" Column: 
"Scornful Eye, Covetous Eye, and Envious Eye"] 


[Text] In the old society, some people always said that "the moon of a foreign 
country is rounder than China's." This was typical foreign-worship thinking. After 
liberation, the Chinese stood up; in the face of the imperialist forces of aggres- 
sion, they calmly confronted them with raised eyebrows, standing erect and fear- 
less. The pitiful complexion and sense of inferiority of the sick man of the East 
in the past were all forgotten. The magnificent stanza "Facing the ocean and look- 
ing at the world with scornful eye" most fully exemplifies such great national 
fortitude and dauntless revolutionary spirit. 


There is also another kind of scornful eye. As we recall, the Qing government 
called itself the "Celestial Dynasty," looked down arrogently upon everything, 
closed the country to international intercourse, assumed a ludicrous air of conceit, 
resisted the workd's civilization, and took even trains and railroads as monstrosi- 
ties, intending to throw them into the sea. Im the end, it sustained the blows of 
imperialism's foreign rifles and guns. Hence, blind arrogance turned into blind 
self-denigration, and it lay prostrate at the feet of the powers. 


Victory is bound to bring about pride. The great victory of China's resolution 
and construction also put the heads of some comrades in the clouds. They looked 
upon themselves as persons who could accomplish everything, and they also looked 
at everything capitalist with a scornful eye, adopted a nihilist attitude, in- 
prisoned themselves in a world of backwardness, and thereby seriously hampered our 
pace of advancement and speed of construction. In order to change our backward 
outlook and catch up with the world's advanced level, we must import advanced 
science and technology and study other countries’ advanced experiences. Hence, 
our door to international intercourse has been thrown wide open, and many comrades 
have been working diligently at carrying out exchanges with foreign countries aad 
importing technology. Along with this, to some people there has also been the ap- 
pearance of a colorful world never before seen; there sense of admiration and 
sense of inferiority welled up involuntarily in their hearts. 


A sense of inferiority tends to produce hailucinations. When one looks at the 
world through self-denigrated eyes, others always look 10 feet tall while one's 
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own self always seems like a midget. Consequently, one exhibits the tendency of 
facing the ocean with a covetous eye and facing the ocean with an envious eye. 
When one sees things foreign, ome becomes not only covetous but even envious. In 
the worst possible case, even the trash others have Jong buried in tombs or thrown 
onto the garbage piles may be embraced as treasures by some people. 


We are not xenophobists, and we definitely do not object to studying the good 

things of foreign countries. Marxism and steam engines were both learned from 
foreign countries. But we cannot learn just anything; we cannot behave like country 
woman Liu Laolao entering the Grandview Garden once we catch a glimpse of the capi- 
talist world, thinking that everything is just fine and praising unceasingly, drool- 
ing even over the life of slaves. 


We are socialist builders, and we must have a basically analytical attitude toward 
the capitalist world. We cannot behave in such a way that “when we want to be 
cold we are willing to lie on ice, and when we want to be hot we are willing to 
sit in a steambath." 


A man must have some spirit; a nation must do so all the more. A nation with 
backbone will never covet other people's things. A towering edifice starts from 
the ground. As long as millions of us can work together with one mind and one 
heart and can struggle hard, we are bound to be able to build a garden of happiness 
on our own ground according to our own design. 
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PARTY AND STATE 


WORK OF EDUCATIONAL JOURNALS REVIEWED, PRAISED 
National Work Forum 
Beijing RENMIN RIBAO in Chinese 25 Sep 81 p 3 


[Report by staff reporter Xiong Yongnian [3574 3057 1628]: “Party Journals Must 
Actively Launch Correct Criticism--Sidelights on National Work Forum on Educational 
Journals for Party Members"] 


[Text] At the recently convened national work forum on educational fournals for 
party members, this reporter came to understand that educational journals for party 
members in many provinces and municipalities sich as Shanghai, Tianjin, Anhui, 
Fujian, Hebei, Sichuan, Liaoning, Jilin, and Heilongjiang all pay great attention 
to commendation and criticism. They insist on taking commendation as the main ap- 
proach, but they also launch criticism actively against unwholesome tendencies. In 
the 12 issues of ZIBU SHENGHUO [LIFE UNDER THE PARTY BRANCH],Shanghai in the first 
half of this year, a total of 143 manuscripts of a recommendatory nature were pub- 
lished, while in the same period 67 manuscripts of a critical nature were carried. 
Each issue included a familiar essay, four cartoons on familiar subjects, and 
critical sections such as "Warning of an Overturned Cart Ahead" and "Correct Your 
Mistakes When You Discover Them." 


Critical articles are well received vy the readers. ZIBU SHENGHUO, Tianjin, re- 
cently issued a letter to solicit readers’ opinions and discovered that the sec- 
tions most welcomed by them, are of a critical nature, such as "Make Party Dis- 
cipline Strict," "The Warning Bell," and "Case Analysis" Readers often send in 
letters expressing support and encouraging the journal to launch critical discus- 
sions. Among the critical manuscripts published, half were provided by readers. 


Eliminate Obstacles; Insist on Launching Critical Discussions 


The head of the Bureau of Engineering and Communications of Yanting County, Sichuan, 
Li Dazhang [2621 1129 4545], was hospitalized on account of illness; deputy head 
Wang Zongru [3769 1350 0320] and other comrades purchased a great deal of expensive 
medical supplies from abroad in violation of regulations. They also let staff 
members of the bureau take turns visiting him in Chengdu, and booked two rooms at 
the guesthouse exclusively for themselves. After Li died of his illness, they 
further mobilized many people to stage a pompous funeral and to resort to feudal, 
superstitious activities. The whole extravagant operation cost more than 10,000 
yuan of public funds, and its influence was very bad. ZIBU SHENGHUO, Sichuan, 
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published a letter, an appendix on investigation and criticism, from a reader in 
order to criticize this kind of operation. But some people were not happy, alleg- 
ing that this was "making a mountain out of a molehill," "getting at the living 


through the dead," etc. Wang Zongru also made accusations everywhere. The editorial 


department received anonymous phone calls which castigated the article as a rumor. 
At a meeting of county party committee secretaries convened by the provincial party 
committee, some even suggested that ZIBU SHENGHUO should not publish manuscripts 
critical of the incident. But in the face of such pressure, the editorial depart- 
ment did not cringe. They sincerely believed that correctly launching critical dis- 
cussions in newspapers and journals is entirely justified. They therefore published 
five more letters from readers, in a continuation of criticism of this incident at 
the Bureau of Engineering and Communications of Yanting County. They relied on 
the support of the Commission for Inspection of Party Discipline and the prefectural 
party committee, and prompted the county party committee to handle this question 
seriously; they then reported the results of the handling. 


Launching critical discussions in publications persistently requires determination 
and courage. From early last year to August of this year, ZIBU SHENGHUA, Tianjin, 
published a total of 107 critical manuscripts, of which many ultimately were pub- 
lished a total of 107 critical manuscripts, of which many ultimately were published 
only after multifarious efforts and struggles. 


Help Others; Correctly Launch Criticism 


How to launch criticism correctly? Facts must be accurate, attitudes must be 
sincere, the timing must be appropriate, and efforts must be made to observe equity 
and decorum and pay attention to results: these things are commonly understood. 


Accuracy of the facts is the foundation. Before critical manuscripts are put out, 
editorial departments usually have made an investigation and a verification; only 
if and when the reported situations are true can the manuscripts be published. In 
order to assure the accuracy of the facts, to control the timing of criticism pro- 
perly, and to strive to achieve better results, party journals in various places 
not only adhere to reliance on concerned party organizations by listening to their 
opinions before criticism is launched, but also show such critical manuscripts to 
those who are criticized and conscientiously listen to their opinicns. ZIBU 
SHENGHUO, Shanghai, prepared an article criticizing the secretary of the party 
committee of a certain factory for having taken the initiative to assign good 
housing to himself. The original manuscript mentioned that the party committee 
secretary had taken a fancy to one suite on the housing distribution chart and 
thereby had erased the factory director's name and replaced it with his own name as 
the assignee. But after looking at the galley proof, the party committee secre- 
tary suggested that he actually erased two names, but that he did not change the 
namelist and only changed the original fi:e print into bolder print. Examining the 
distribution chart closely, the reporter ‘iscovered that this really was the case. 
He therefore had the opportunity to avoid misreporting the truth. 


Party journals in various places pay great attention to helping others in order 

to carry out criticism in the manner of saving the patient while curing his ill- 
ness. They do their best to launch sharp but not acrimonious criticism, to be un- 
equivocal but yet leave some room for amendments, and to insist on principles yet 
give those criticized some quarter, so as to encourage those who have made mistakes 








to look forward. Through ideological and political work, they encourage those who 
are to be criticized to carry out self-criticism as much as possible. Emphasis in 
launching such criticism is usually placed on helping those criticized to correct 
their mistakes. It was learned that one party-member technician in Shungliao County, 
Jilin Province, had become ungrateful and was on the verge of abandoning the fiancee 
whom he had loved for 6 years. The girl reported the matter in a letter to ZIBU 
SHENGHUO, Jilin. After its publication in the journal, this incident aroused 

strong repercussions. The editorial department selected and published some of the 
letters from readers and also sent people to the county to help concerned depart- 
ments work on the person being criticized. After repeated, patient education, this 
technician ultimately made up with his fiancee and got married this spring. ZIBU 
SHENGHUO, Jilin, published this news and the technician's self-examination at the 
Same time. As soon as that issue of the journal came off the press, people just 
grabbed it and read it avidly, praising ZIBU SHENGHUO for having done a good thing. 


Improve Work; Study Ways To Air Criticism 


Party journals in various places have thought of a number of ways to strengthen 
and amplify the results of criticism. Some choose to make penetrating reports from 
the side on a negative character. The report in GONGCHANDANGYUAN [COMMUNIST], 
Liaoning, on gold thief Guang Jingchang [7070 2529 2490] is one which chose to dig 
deeply into the matter of to how, after he had stolen 800 taels of gold, he sneaked 
into the party; the educational effects of this type of handling are very good. 
Some seize one example and report it in a series of articles. In dealing with the 
incident of how Guo Yufeng [6753 3558 5358], director of the children's welfare 
institute under the jurisdiction of the municipal bureau of civil administration, 
let his son do evil and prey on the orphans, ZIBU SHENGHUO, Tianjin, issued five 
manuscripts from different viewpoints within half a year. It first exposed this 
question; then it published readers’ reactions; the third time it published a re- 
port on how Guo Yufeng was punished and how his son was doubly sentenced heavily; 
on the fourth occasion it published the communique issued by the municipal party 
committee on this question, while at the same time it also published the story of 
three fine party members in this case who adhered to principles (through its com- 
mendation of these fine party members, it also exposed the matter of how some leaders 
of the bureau of civil administration had shielded Guo); and finally it published 
news on the children's welfare institute and two pages of photographs to reflect 
the conspicuous changes effected by leaders of the bureau of civil administration 
in their effort to reform the children's welfare institute after the case of Guo 
had been disposed of. The propagation of this incident, therefore, had its begin- 
ning and its conclusion. Readers’ reactions turned out to be very enthusiastic. 


Not a few readers hope to see responses to the criticism expressed. Accepting the 
opinions of the masses, the editorial department of ZIBU SHENGUO, Shanghai, set up 
a special section entitled "After Criticism by the Party Journal." In its No 9 
issue this year, it published the article "Such a Family Head" to criticize how 

a party-member staff member of a certain warehouse of the municipal metal supplies 
company shielded his criminal, murderous son. Thereafter, it also published the 
reply from the warehouse party branch which reported that the party branch had 
carried out solemn criticism of that party member and meted out to him the punish- 
ment of being placed on probation within the party for a year, and it also organized 
all party members and staff members to study the report in ZIBU SHENGHUO. An 
investigation contained in a reader's letter published in its No 14 issue this 
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year criticized certain party-member cadres residing at Lane 660, Macao Road, who 
made the mistake of ignoring the interests of the masses and building houses against 
regulations. The relevant departments had felt that if they wished to rectify the 
building activities that were in violation of regulations, the obstacles would be 
very great; hence, for a while no action was taken. Reporters therefore went to 

the lane, street, and district government's relevant departments to ascertain their 
plans. The district director convened a meeting of the relevant departments to 
study the matter and formulated rectification measures. Seeing that the problem 

had been taken care of and that the party's workstyle was being improved, readers 
became encouraged and their confidence was strengthened. 


Summary Report 
Beijing RENMIN RIBAO in Chinese 25 Sep 81 p 3 


[Report: "Number of Educational Journals for Party Members in Various Parts of the 
Country Doubles; They Are Increasingly Being Run Well") 


[Text] At present there already are 24 provinces, municipalities, and autonomous 
regions in the country which print a total of 20 educational publications for party 
members; this number is double that of a year ago. These publications in the 
various places are all issued quite extensively and reach every party branch, total- 
ing 5.6 million copies; this represents a 110-percent increase over the number of a 
year ago. 


In the light of actualities, these publications propagate the party's line, princi- 
ples and policies, the four basic principles, and basic knowledge about the party 
and about party regulations and party laws. They energetically exalt what is ad- 
vanced, and launch critical discussions on unhealthy trends and illegal and un- 
disciplined practices. Thus they have played a significant role in educating party 
members and in guiding the party's work at the basic level. Under the guidance of 
the Central Propaganda Department, a national work forum on educational publications 
for party members was held recently in Beidaihe, where participants exchanged ex- 
periences with one another and considered how to propagate and realize the spirit 
of the Sixth Plenary Session of the llth Party Certral Committee and the forum on 
questions on the ideological front from now on. 
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PARTY AND STATE 


CASES OF CRITICISM AND SELF-CRITICISM REPORTED 


Beijing RENMIN RIBAO in Chinese 5 Oct 81 p 8 
Sun Yat-sen Criticized 


[Commentary by Deng Weizhi [6772 0251 1807]: “Let's Start With XIANGTAO's [THE 
GUIDE's] Criticism of Sun Yat-sen"] 


[Text] As the 70th anniversary of the 1911 revolution approached, I received Com- 
rade Shao Chuanlie's [6730 0278 3525] new work “Sun Zhongshan [Sun Yat~-sen]." 
After I flipped it open, my glance rested at the passage of XIANGTAO's criticism 
of Sun Zhongshan. 


As the dawn of Sun Zhongshan's promotion of KMI-CCP cooperation first loomed, the 
well known Communist Ts'ai Hesen [Cai Hesen] [5591 0735 2773] somehow happened to 
publish an article in the party's organ XIANGTAO which criticized Sun Zhongshan: 
if he single-mirdedly relied on imperialists and feudal warlords to manipulate af- 
fairs in order to resist violence, the vitality of his revolution would be lost; 
if he wished to wake his revolution successful, “it would be necessary for him to 
forge an intimate association with the people on the one hand, and establish an 
irrevocable alliance with Soviet Russia on the other hand." Ts‘ai Hesen also sug- 
gested that Sun Zinongshan audaciously oppose the two evil forces of imperialism 
and feudalism. 


At a time when friendship between the two sides had just begun to bud, such a 
criticism was immediately launched; this could not but make one wonder what the 
effect would be. We cannot say that Ts'ai Hesen's framework of criticism was not 
lofty enough--because it was published in the party organ; nor can we say that 

the tone of his criticism was not sharp enough—lest "the vitality of his revolu- 
tion would be lost.” Still more significant was the fact that the person subject 
to this criticism was of great stature. Although, as a personality Ts‘ai Hesen 
was by no means very small, but compared to China's No 1 great man at the time, 

he was indeed far smaller. Yet, the effects of the criticism were not at all bad. 
Sun Zhongshan readily accepted the good advice and made changes immediately cor- 
recting his mistakes. The three policies Sun Zhongshan put forward 1 year later, 
“alliance with Russia, accommodation of the Communists, and support and assistance 
to the workers and peasants," may not be said to nave been due entirely to Ts'‘ai 
Hesen's criticism, but it is beyond any doubt that the advocacies of the two were 


almost identical in content. 
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As the common saying puts it, "When a man is not a sage, who can avoid making a 
mistake?" Actually, this saying is not entirely correct either. Even when a man 
is a sage, he would still make mistakes. Im the eyes of the ordinary people, Sun 
Zhongshan could indeed be regarded as a great sage. But he had his faults, and 
these were: not enough attention paid to the strength of the workers and peasants, 
and not enough resolve exhibited in anti-imperialism. It was somewhat beneficial 
to have them criticized. When one criticizes, one must of course pay attention 

to methods. In Ts‘ai Hesen's article, there were both sharp criticism and positive 
suggestions; the methods he used were fairly g.0d. Sun Zhongshan was not a Marxist 
but a bourgeois democrat. If even a bourgeois democrat can treat criticism cor- 
rectly, why should some of our own comrades be afraid of normal criticism? 


In Beijing last month I heard a well known economist say that he had already made 
arrangements with another well known economist in preparation for their mutual 
criticism of each other in the newspapers. He also said that his purpose in doing 
SO was to set an initial example for airing criticism, but he must make this dif- 
ferent from the affectedly timid kind of criticism. I feel that this initial ex- 
ample was well set. When one expresses criticism, one must be confident and forth- 
right. There are too many criticisms of the half-hearted kind nowadays. There are 
too many criticisms which are expressed half-willingly and half-hesitantly. There 
are too many criticisms which leave implications to people's conjecture. Of course, 
we cannot altogether exclude this as one of the methods for expressing criticism. 
But we must also promote the kind of criticism which mentions names and facts. 
Criticism and self-criticism is an old tradition of our party. We must let criti- 
cism become regular in time and general in space. When these two, regularization 
and generalization, are established, who would still pale when talking about 
"criticism"? And who would still take the reflection of a bow in his cup as 
"criticism"? 


Images, Other's, One's Own 
Beijing RENMIN RIBAO in Chinese 7 Oct 81 p 8 
{Commentary by Yao Ben [1202 1149]: "Flashlight and Mirror"] 


[Text] Fiashlights and mirrors are articles used in our daily life; even children 
a few years old know how to use them. Apart from helping a walker at night to 
illuminate his path, a flashlight may also be put to many other uses; for instance, 
when a physician examines a patient for oral diseases he uses a flashlight to 
illuminate his mouth. In such a case, the patient of course listens to what the 
physician has to say and opens his mouth for him to examine it; if some disease 

is discovered, he also asks the physician to treat it with care. As for a mir- 
ror's uses, they are even more numerovs; haircutting at a barber's shop and play- 
ers putting on theatrical make-up both rely on mirrors. Women applying cosmetics 
and men shaving themselves must of course all use a mirror. When one's face is 
smeared with something dirty or develops some pimples or boils, he must likewise 
look at himself in a mirror in order to identify the dirt or where the inflictions 
are. Those who love to look at themselves in a mirror also evince different psy- 
chological states; one kind of people who look at themselves in a mirror always 
feel that they look very handsome and they therefore are inclined to secretly 
praise themselves: "What enchanting eyes!" Another kind of people, however, can 
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look well at themselves in a mirror in the manner of seeking truth from facts; if 
and when they discover dust and dirt on their faces, they simply wipe them off 
honestly. 


Such uses of the flashlight and the mirror often remind one of the weapon of 
criticism and self-criticism; how to use this weapon correctly also incurs quite 
some study. Some people only like te use their flashlight to shine on others and 
when they look at the defects and faults of others they often act like Ji Chang 
[4764 2490] learning how to shoot an arrow, i.e., by trea.ing a louse as if it 
were the size of a cartwheel. On the other hand, while they are very strict in 
applying discipline to others, they are somehow unwilling to look at themselves 
in. mirror, and even when they do so, they tend to merely gloss over the defects 
they discover and treat them perfunctorily. When this k‘nd of people criticize 
others, they often carry some subjective prejudice and cannot seek truth from 
facts; when they engage in self-criticism, too, they seek to exonerate their 
faults and camouflage their wrongdoing, and hide their illness from proper treat- 
ment. Criticism and self-criticism are the two sides of a single weapon which 
happens to provide the uses of both the flashlight and the mirror. Only those 
who are sincere and honest in following the spirit of self-criticism can hurbly 
accept other people's well-intended criticism and correctly turn their flashlight 
on other people in the spirit of helping them. Criticizing a comrade is meant to 
help that comrade correct his defeats and faults; in doing so one must have the 
spirit of a physician taking the responsibility for his patient; anyone who only 
examines and diagnoses his patient but does not take responsibility for treating 
him, or who diagnoses the illness but prescribes heavy medication at random, can 
hardly be a good physician. 


Can anyone be so stupid as to decline examination by a physician after he dis- 
covers his illness and has ask him to diagnose and treat him? But in real life, 
some of our comrades might actually do such a stupid thing with respect to criti- 
cism and self-criticism; they would tolerate little critical opinion, nor are 
they willing to really criticize themselves. There are also those who regard 
self-criticism as writing up a permit for travel for themselves; once they run 
through the routine, everything is forgotten. Hence they often look as if they 
are humble on such occasions, acknowledging all mistakes and severely scolding 
themselves; but in reaiity this is really deceiving themselves as well as others, 
an irresponsible attitude lacking any sincerity in repentance. 


In using the analogy of the flashlight and the mirror, we are trying merely to 
cause comrades to reflect and consider how better to learn expertise in applying 
the weapon of criticism and self-criticism, to overcome their weak points, give 
scope to their strong points, prevent the pollution of political dust, protect 
the organic health of the revolutionary ranks, and thus do an even better job 
with the work on hand. 


. 
‘. 
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PARTY AND STATE 


QUESTIONS , ANSWERS ON RESOLUTION ON HISTORICAL ISSUES 
Harbin XUE LILUN [THEORY STUDY] in Chinese No 7, 1981 pp 13-22 


[Article: "Questions and Answers on ‘Resolution on a Number of the Party's 
Historical Issues since the Founding of the Nation'"] 


[Text] What is the guiding ideology of the "Resolution on a Number of the 
Party's Historical Issues since the Founding of the Nation?" 


Rich in content, the "Resolution on a Number of the Party's Historical Issues 
since the Founding of the Nation" unanimously passed at the 6th Plenary Session 
of the llth Party Central Committee reviews the fighting course followed by our 
party in the past 60 years and summarizes the party's basic experiences in the 
32 years since the founding of the nation. Then, what is its guiding ideology? 


1. Expounding the Historical Position of Comrade Mao Zedong and Mao Zedong 
Thought. This is the key and foremost issue of the "Resolution." By means 
of the basic viewpoints of dialectic materialism and historical materialism, 
the "Resolution" scientifically expounds the historical position of Comrade 
Mao Zedong in China's revolution and the tremendous significance of Mao Zedong 
Thought as the guiding ideology of our party. Citing irrefutable facts through- 
out the document, it discusses Comrade Mao Zedong's great contributions to the 
revolutionary cause of China, the liberation of the oppressed peoples in the 
world and the progress of mankind. It points out that Comrade Mao Zedong was 
one of our party's founders and the main creator of the glorious Chinese Peo- 
ple's Liberation Army. At China's most difficult moment, he was the first to 
discover the correct path for the revolution and, in the collective struggle 
of the party and the people, successfully integrated the universal truths of 
Marxism-Leninism with the concrete practice of China's revolution, summarized 
and created a series of new experiences, formulated the correct general stra- 
tegy and produced a scientific guiding ideology adapted to China's conditions 
--Mao Zedong Thought. 


Analyzing Comrade Mao Zedong's shortcomings and mistakes, especially his mis- 
takes in the Great Cultural Revolution, the "Resolution," by seeking the truth 
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from the facts, points out that, though he made serious mistakes in his late 
years, his merits, in terms of his lifetime, far exceeded his mistakes. 


2. Seeking the Truth from the Facts and Evaluating the Right and Wrong and 
the Merits and Mistakes in the 32 Years since the Founding of the Nation. 

With a host of facts, the "Resolution" fully affirms our party's history since 
the founding of the People's Republic of China. It points out that, on the 
whole, it was our party which, under the guidance of Marxism-Leninism and Mao 
Zedong Thought, led all nationalities in the country to carry out the socialist 
revolution and make tremendous achievements, and laid the foundation for all 
future progress and development of China. At the same time, the "Resolution," 
with a Marxist attitude, makes a correct summary of the party's momentous 
historical events, especially the "Great Cultural Revolution," in the 32 years 
since the founding of the nation, comprehensively and fully analyzes the 
accuracies and errors of the party's guiding ideology in such events, and 
studies the subjective and objective reasons for the mistakes. It also fully 
affirms the lines and policies since the Third Plenary Session and the gradual 
establishment of a correct path adapted to China's national conditions for the 
building of a modern socialist power, and further points out the direction of 
the continuous progress of China's socialist cause and the party's work. 


3. Seeking Unity of Thinking; Uniting as One and Looking Forward. The fun- | 
damental goal of the "Resolution" in making a scientific exposition and 
appraisal of Comrade Mao Zedong and Mao Zedong Thought and comprehensively 
and matter-of-factly summarizing the history of the past 32 years is to clarify 
the confused understanding, seek unity in the thinking of the entire party, 
entire army and all nationalities in the country, unite as one and look for- 
ward, and make a concerted effort in pursuing the four modernizations. There- 
fore, it devotes much space to the discussion of the nature of China's society 
and its major contradictions, points out the goal of struggle, and reveals the 
truth that only socialism will save China, that, without the Communist Party, 
there is no new China, and that likewise, without the Chinese Communist Party, 
there is no modern socialist China. 


Xu Zhenqing [1776 2182 3237] 


Why was the establishment of the socialist system the most profound and 
greatest social change in China's history? 


The "Resolution" points out that "the establishment of the socialist system 
was the most profound and greatest social change in China's history and the 
foundation of all future progress and development of China." This thesis 

epitomizes the great significance of the victory of China's socialist cause. 


Why was the establishment of the socialist system the most profound and 
greatest social change in China's history? 


We know that ours is a great nation rich with revolutionary traditions. In 
the past, whenever unable to tolerate the rule of dark forces, the Chinese 
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people always rose up and struggled courageously and attempted to make social 
reforms. In China's history of several thousand years, there were hundreds of 
major and minor peasant uprisings, resulting in the many changes of dynasties. 
Nevertheless, such uprisings failed to attain the goal of fundamentally chang- 
ing China's dark rule. Due to the fetters of the old system, China's society 
long remained in a state of extremely slow development. Beginning in mid-19th 
century, it was gradually reduced to the status of a semi-feudal and semi- 
colonial society, suffering the ruthless exploitation, enslavement and plunder 
of the imperialist powers. Many Chinese with the determination to make China 
strong painstakingly searched for the truth of social changes. Those like 
Hong Xiuquan, Kang Youwei, Yan Fu and Sun Zhongshan wanted to follow the road 
of the West to make China powerful and prosperous. Nevertheless, their dream 
of emulating the West was broken and the social reforms attempted by them 
encountered failure time and again. Only after the birth of the Chinese Com 
munist Party did China's revolution assume a new aspect. After the course of 
28 years, the three big mountains were overthrown, and a new China was created. 


For many years, there was never a regime in China's history where the people 
were the masters. Only with the establishment of the socialist system did the 
Chinese people truly become the masters of society. For many years, China 
often found itself in a situation of being all split up, with the princes and 
warlords tangled in warfare and society in upheaval and unrest. Only with the 
establishment of the socialist system did China truly realize national unity 
(except Taiwan province) and achieve and consolidate the great unity of the 
people of the whole country. For many years, China's social production was 
extremely backward, to the extent of calling nails "foreign nails," matches 
"foreign fire," petroleum "foreign oil," and machine woven fabric “foreign 
cloth." With the establishment of the socialist system, China's construction 
has made great achievements, winning the attention of the world. For many 
years, the Chinese people were known as "the sick men of East Asia," suffering 
such insults as "no Chinese and dogs admitted." With the establishment of the 
socialist system, the people of China have stood up proudly and truly demon- 
strated their strength, wisdom and dignity to the whole world. For many years, 
China suffered under the iron hooves of almost all the imperialist countries 
in the world, signing treaties of national betrayal and humiliation time and 
time again. With the establishment of the socialist system, China stands lofty 
and firm in the world, truly maintaining its own security and independence and 
overccning the imperialist and hegemonic aggressions and provocations. 


All these fully indicate that only socialism can save China and that the 
establishment of thé’ socialist system was indeed the most profound and greatest 
social change unprecedented in its history. All our achievements since the 
founding of the nation have been made br relying on the socialist system. The 
view negating the basic fact that China has established the socialist system 
and entered the socialist society is untenable. Such a profound change and 

such great achievements have laid a firm foundation for all China's future 
progress and development. As long as we fully develop the superiority of the 
socialist system, conscientiously summarize the experiential lessons of history, 
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Start trom our available foundation and firmly advance along the socialist 
path, the success of the four modernizations will be ours. 


Jin Shi [6855 4258] 


Why is it a grave mistake to overlook or negate the achievements of the past 
32 years? 


The "Resolution" points out that overlooking and concealing mistakes are in 
themselves a mistake. However, the achievements made by us in the past 32 
years are primary. Overlooking or negating our achievements and successful 
experiences are also a grave mistake. 


Why is it a grave mistake to overlook or negate the achievements? The reasons 
are as follows: 


1. Overlooking or negating the achievements of the past 32 years is a devia- 
tion from the Marxist standpoint, viewpoint and method. The Marxist stand- 
point, viewpoint and method ask us to tightly grasp the main current and the 
essence of things when observing situations, analyzing issues and studying 
history. In the 32 years since the founding of the nation, we have made both 
achievements and mistakes in our socialist revolution and construction. Con- 
cealing and negating mistakes are naturally improper, for it will only lead to 
bigger mistakes. However, in the short span of 32 years, we have made great 
achievements. Such brilliant achievements aie the dominant aspect of the 
socialist cause and the historical essence of the past 32 years. The large 
numbers of achievements made by us cited in the "Resolution" are completely 
factual, without the slightest exaggeration and misrepresentation. Overlooking 
or negating such achievements is a violation of the epistemology of seeking 
the truth from the facts and the dialectics of understanding; it is also a 
deviation from the Marxist standpoint, viewpoint and method when analyzing 
issues. 


2. Overlooking or negating the achievements of the past 32 years signifies 
discarding the successful experiences of the socialist cause gained by us. In 
the course of guiding the socialist cause in its tremendous achievements, our 
party has gained many valuable experiences of success. Today, the level of 
our party's understanding of the socialist revolution and construction obvious- 
ly surpasses that of any period since the founding of the nation. Besides 
certain material and technical conditions for our modernization construction, 
what is more important is that we have a large group of backbone forces in 
economic and cultural constructions and their experiences. The experiences of 
success already gained by us are the foundation for our continued progress in 
the future. If the tremendous achievements of the past are negated, naturally 
the many valuable experiences of success gained by us will also be overlooked 
and negated, and the knowledge of the laws of socialist construction acquired 
with a strenuous effort will be thrown away. Thus, the success of the social- 
ist modernization construction will turn into an empty phrase. 


26 








3. Overlooking or negating the achievements of the past 32 years is failing 
to recognize the great future of the socialist cause and will lead to the loss 
of confidence and strength in our advance. The achievements made by us under 
the socialist conditions were basically impossible in the old China. Our 
achievements are a preliminary, but effective, manifestation of the superiority 
of the socialist system, eloquently proving the great and bright future of our 
socialist cause. Some people shake their heads and sigh at the mistakes and 
setbacks in the past, and feel pessimistic and discouraged at the difficulties 
and obstacles before their eyes, but fail to see the brilliant achievements 
already made by us and to recognize the superiority of the socialist system as 
the long-range and decisive factor; therefore, they lose confidence in the 
future. Obviously, overlooking or negating past achievements is no good. 


Affirming past achievements is for the purpose of opening the way for the 
future. Our successes of the past are but the beginning of the 10,000-1i long 
march. As long as we, under the party's leadership, fully develop the supe- 
riority of socialism and make a determined effort, we will conquer the "18 
bends," ascend the "South Heavenly Gate," reach the "Imperial Jade Peak," and 
march toward new summits. 


Guo Zhen [0948 2182] 


What were Comrade Mao Zedong's main contributions to the theories of the 
socialist revolution and socialist construction? 


Comrade Mao Zedong was a great Marxist. In leading the people of the whole 
country in the great practice of the socialist revolution and construction, he 
made new contributions to the Marxist theories. They were mainly the follow- 
ing: 


1. The Theory on the Socialist Reform. After seizing political power, the 
proletariat, by means of peaceful redemption, reformed the capitalist economy 
into a socialist economy. It was a conception long proposed by Marx and Lenin 
but never before realized. Comrade Mao Zedong creatively applied the Marxist- 
Leninist principle and, integrating it with China's concrete reality, opened a 
path for the socialist reform compatible with China's special characteristics. 
Comrade Mao Zedong and the Chinese Communist Party scientifically analyzed the 
dual character of China's national bourgeoisie, proposed the policy of "utili- 
zation, restriction and reform" on the capitalist industry and commerce and 
successfully accomplished their socialist reform. They followed the principle 
of integrating the reform of private industry and commerce with the reform of 
the industrialists and businessmen, proposed the correct policy of unity, edu- 
cation and reform, and promoted the conversion of the exploiters into self- 
supporting laborers. In the course of reforming individual farming, they 
followed the principle of voluntary participation and mutual benefit, setting 
up typical models and state aid, created a series of transitional forms, 
advancing from temporary mutual help teams to year-round mutual help teams, to 
elementary cooperatives of a semi-socialist nature, and finally to advanced 
cooperatives of a socialist nature, and led the broad peasants to the socialist 
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path. In theory and practice, the arduous task of building a socialist system 
in an economically and culturally backward large country as ours was accom 
plished. 


2. The Theory on the Socialist Construction. Comrade Mao Zedong's article 
"on the 10 Great Relations" is a shining document guiding China's socialist 
construction. In the article, he proposed the basic policy of the socialist 
construction, analyzed the 10 great contradictions in the socialist economic 
construction, and made the ideological and theoretical preparations for China's 
overall socialist construction. He proposed that we start from the fact that 
China is an agricultural country, readjust the proportionate relations among 
agriculture, light industry and heavy industry, increase the proportion of 
investment in agriculture, and arrange the economic construction according to 
the sequence of agriculture, light industry and heavy industry. At the same 
time, he proposed properly arranging and readjusting the relations between 
economic construction and national defense, among the state, the production 
units and the individuals, between the central and local governments, etc. In 
1962, he again proposed a series of correct walking-on-two-legs policies "with 
agriculture as the foundation and industry as the leading factor." 


3. The Theory on the Two Kinds of Contradictions of Socialism. In his article 
"on Correctly Handling the Contradictions within the People," Comrade Mao Ze- 
dong scientifically analyzed the domestic political economic situation, created 
the theory on the contradictions of two different natures in a socialist 
society, and proposed the method of their correct handling. The contradictions 
within the people are large in number and primary. As they are formed on the 
foundation of their basic identity with the people's interest, we can only use 
the democratic method for their solution, viz., “unity--criticism—unity" in 
politics, “long-term coexistence; mutual supervision" in the relations between 
the Communist Party and the democratic parties, and the policy of "a hundred 
flowers blooming; a hundred schools of thought contending" in scientific and 
cultural work. The other kind is the contradictions between ourselves and the 
enemy. Such contradictions emerge under the condition of fundamental opposi- 
tion and conflict of interest, and we can only resort to dictatorship for their 
solution. 


4. The Theory on the Building of the People's Political Power. Following the 
Marxist-Leninist principle and integrating it with China's reality, Comrade 

Mao Zedong proposed the scientific theory of the people's democratic dictator- 
ship, built a powerful and flourishing regime of such dictatorship, and created 
the proletarian dictatorship, a new political form. It was an outstanding 
contribution to the Marxist theory on the building of political power. 


Shu Fang [3219 5364] 
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How do we understand that the 10 years between 1957 and 1966 were the period 
when we began to build socialism generally? 


The "Eighth Congress" indicated that our party had adjusted to the changes in 
the situation and shifted its attention to the socialist construction. The 
10 years from 1957 to 1966 were the period when our party led the people of 
the whole country to begin the general building of socialism. 


In 1957, we completed above quota our lst 5-Year Plan. In 1958, Comrade Mao 
Zedong sponsored the formulation of the general line to build socialism. In 
1961, the 8-word policy of "readjustment, consolidation, reinforcement and 
improvement"' was introduced, hastening the recovery and development of the 
national economy. At the end of 1964, Comrade Zhou Enlai, in accordance with 
Comrade Mao Zedong's suggestion, proposed the magnificent goal of building a 
socialist power with modern agriculture, modern industry, modern national 
defense, and modern science and technology within this century. In the 10 
years, our party concentrated on construction and made many achievements. 
When 1965 and 1957 are compared, the total industrial and agricultural output 
value increased 59 percent, including close to 10 percent for agricultural 
growth and 98 percent for industrial growth. National income increased 

52.7 percent; the total retail of social commodities increased 39 percent; the 
people's living was considerably improved; such undertakings as culture, edu- 
cation and public health also made advances; the successful experiment of the 
atomic bomb, in particular, signified a new level in scientific research. 


In leading the socialist construction, our party, in the 10 years, gained many 
important experiences. To formulate and carry out new policies for the social- 
ist construction in such an economically backward agricultural country like 
ours, the Party Central Committee made many investigations and studies in 

1956, and Comrade Mao Zedong's speech "on the 10 Great Relations" was their 
conclusion. In 1957, Comrade Mao Zedong proposed correctly handling the con- 
tradictions within the people, activating all positive factors and building a 
powerful socialist country. In 1958, the party formally proposed the general 
line for the building of socialism. In 1961, the Party Central Committee went 
one step further and proposed the general policy for the development of the 
national economy with agriculture as the foundation and industry as the leading 
factor. The enlarged Central Work Conference in early 1962 summarized the 
experiential lessons in the socialist construction since the founding of the 
nation, mainly since 1958. 


Naturally, the socialist construction of the 10 years was not all plain sail- 
ing. In the course of advance, we made mistakes and suffered setbacks. The 
mistakes made by us were leftwing mistakes, mainly manifested in three aspects: 
First, we exceeded the objective level of the development of the productive 
forces, continuously changing the productive relations, blowing the communist 
wind, practicing equalitarianism and indiscriminate transfer of resources in 
the commune movement, and being overanxious in transition. Second, we exceeded 
the potential of the finance and resources of the state, appealed for the great 
leap forward in economic construction, and sought high targets, large reserves 
and speed, giving arbitrary ¢irections and proning to boasting and exaggeration. 
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At the same time, the socialist construction general line also had the defect 
of overlooking the objective economic laws. Third, we attempted to promote 
the socialist construction by means of the class struggle. From the anti- 
rightwing struggle, the Lushan Meeting, to the 10th Plenary Session of the 

8th Party Central Committee, the class struggle was aggravated. The "four- 
clean-up" movement subsequently launched in some areas also injured a group of 
cadres. 


However, we ought to realize that most of the mistakes in the 10 years of 
socialist construction were promptly discovered and corrected by our party. At 
the Wuchang Meeting at the end of 1958 and Zhengzhou Meeting in February 1959, 
Comrade Mao Zedong criticized the communist wind and the tendency to boast and 
exaggerate. At the Beidaihe Meeting in July 1960, readjustment of the national 
economy was proposed, and it was formally passed at the 9th Plenary Session of 
the 8th Party Central Committee and introduced in January 1961. At the Guang- 
zhou Meeting in March 1961, Comrade Mao Zedong sponsored the "Work Regulations 
of the Rural People's Commune (Draft)" (namely, the "60 Articles"), which was 
formally passed at the 10th Plenary Session of the 8th Party Central Committee 
in September 1962. After the "60 Articles" were transmitted to the lower 
levels, agricultural production began to improve. With the implementation of 
the eight-word policy, the entire national economy also rapidly recovered and 
developed. The socialist construction of the 10 years from 1957 to 1966 
advanced in tortuosity and, in spite of the serious setbacks, made great 
achievements. 


Su Li [5685 7812] 


How do we understand that the "Great Cultural Revolution" was a civil strife 
causing a severe disaster to the party, the state and the people? 


The "Resolution" points out: "As a result of the erroneous mobilization by 
the leaders, the ‘Great Cultural Revolution,’ utilized by the counterrevolu- 
tionaries, was a civil strife causing a severe disaster to the party, the 
state and the people." This exposition epitomizes the essence of the "Great 
Cultural Revolution." Recognizing the essence of the "Great Cultural Revolu- 
tion" is an important link in our study of the "Resolution" and our correct 
understanding of the series of momentous historical events since the founding 
of the nation. We may, in the following aspects, acquire a deeper understand- 
ing of this exposition in the "Resolution:" 


1. That the "Great Cultural Revolution" was a civil strife was primarily be- 
cause it was launched and led by Comrade Mao Zedong, the leader of our party. 
He shouldered the main responsibility for this general and protracted serious 
leftwing mistake. Instead of "throwing the enemy into confusion," it only 
confused ourselves. 


Comrade Mao Zedong's motive in launching the "Great Cultural Revolution" was 
to consolidate the proletarian dictatorship and prevent a capitalist restora- 
tion. As a Marxist party in power, doubtlessly the party must constantly 
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guard against following the road of oppressing the people at home and promoting 
hegemony abroad, and always adhere to the Marxist and socialist path. The 
issue was that the theoretical viewpoint for launching the "Great Cultural 
Revolution" was incompatible with Marxism and China's practical conditions, 

the appraisal of the domestic political situation was contrary to reality, 

and the assessment of the class struggle situation was excessive. 


2. The erroneously launched "Great Cultural Revolution" was utilized by the 
counterrevolutionary cliques. It was of a fundamentally different nature from 
the criminal activities bringing calamity to the country and the people conm- 
mitted by the two counterrevolutionary cliques organized by Lin Biao, Jiang 
Qing and others who, utilizing our error and acting behind Comrade Mao Zedong's 
back, conspired to seize the supreme power of the state. 


The difference was mainly manifested as follows: First, the purpose of the 
"Great Cultural Revolution" launched by Comrade Mao Zedong was completely 
different from that of Lin Biao and Jiang Qing in utilizing it. When making 
grave mistakes, Comrade Mao Zedong all along considered his own theory and 
practice Marxist, and necessary for the consolidation of the proletarian 
dictatorship; they were mistakes with the best of intentions. The counter- 
revolutionary cliques of Lin Biao and Jiang Qing utilized the mistake of the 
"Great Cultural Revolution," performed conspiratorial acts behind the back of 
Comrade Zedong, sabotaged socialism, and devoted themselves heart and soul 
against the revolution. It was evildoers performing evil deeds. Second, 
though our party adopted erroneous methods of struggle in the "Great Cultural 
Revolution" and injured large groups of cadres and masses, the severe disaster 
to the party, the state and the people was more a result of the activities of 
Lin Biao and Jiang Qing who, utilizing the power in their hands, enforced a 
fascist dictatorship over the people of the whole country, created large num- 
bers of unjust, false and wrong cases and ruthlessly persecuted many old 
revolutionary cadres and masses devoted to the party. Third, the Party Central 
Committee and Comrade Mao Zedong waged a firm struggle against Lin Biao and 
Jiang Qing's counterrevolutionary conspiratorial activities. Comrade Mao 
Zedong exposed Lin Biao's conspiracy to usurp the supreme power, smashed the 
rebellion launched by him, revealed Jiang Qing's ambition to form a cabinet 
and criticized the "gang of four.” 


3. The "Great Cultural Revolution" was not, and could not possibly have been, 
a revolution or social progress in any sense; it was a civil strife which 
caused a severe disaster to the party, the state and the people. As proved by 
practice, the so-called great political revolution whereby "one class overthrew 
another class" under the socialist conditions had neither an economic, nor a 
political, foundation. It was inevitable for it to lead to serious confusion, 
destruction and regress. In regard to certain dark sides existing in the 
organisms of the party and the state, we must make correct appraisals and 

solve them by correct measures; we absolutely must not resort to the method of 
the "Great Cultural Revolution." 


Zhang Baoju [1728 1405 7467] 


31 








Why were Comrade Mao Zedong's mistakes the mistakes of a great proletarian 
revolutionary? 


The "Resolution" emphatically points out thai, though Comrade Mao Zedong made 
serious mistakes in his late years, "such mistakes were, after all, the mis- 
takes of a great proletarian revolutionary." We can interpret this exposition 
in the following aspects: 


1. In terms of his unsurpassed contributions to the theory and practice of the 
proletarian revolution, Comrade Mao Zedong was undeniably a great proletarian 
revolutionary. Without his rescue of the revolution from crises time and 


again, without the Party Central Committee led by him, possibly the party and 
the people of all nationalities in the country would have fumbled in the dark 
for an even longer period of time. After the founding of the nation, under 
the leadership of the party and Comrade Mao Zedong, the people of the whole 
country won great victories in the socialist revolution and construction. In 
the party's and people's collective struggle, Comrade Mao Zedong integrated 
the universal truths of Marxism-Leninism with the concrete practice of China's 
revolution, summarized and created a series of fresh experiences, and formed a 
scientific ideology suitable to China's conditions, viz., Mao Zedong Thought. 
As proved by practice, Comrade Mao Zedong was a great Marxist and a great 
proletarian revolutionary, strategist and theoretician. 


2. When Comrade Mao Zedong's merits and mistakes in his lifetime are compared, 
his merits far exceeded his mistakes. His merits were primary and his mistakes 
secondary. It is possible for great proletarian revolutionaries to make mis- 
takes. There is no pure gold, nor perfect man. Everyone may make mistakes, 
and so do great proletarian revolutionaries. After the founding of the nation, 
especially with the series of victories in the socialist revolution and cons- 
truction, Comrade Mao Zedong's prestige rose ever higher. He gradually became 
conceited, suffering ever more seriously from the personality cult, severed 
from the masses and from reality, following subjectivism and the practice of 
making arbitrary decisions, and placing himself ever higher above the Party 
Central Committee. It was thus inevitable for him to make many mistakes, 
especially such serious ones as the "Great Cultural Revolution," in his late 
years. Comrade Mao Zedong must be mainly responsible for such mistakes, yet 
we cannot blame him completely for them. Though he made serious mistakes in 
his late years, in terms of his lifetime, his contributions to China's revolu- 
tion far exceeded his mistakes. 


3. Comrade Mao Zedong's mistakes in his late years were fundamentally differ- 
ent from the criminal acts of Lin Biao's and Jiang Qing's counterrevolutionary 
cliques by utilizing the party's mistakes. Besides the subjective reasons of 
Comrade Mao Zedong himself, objectively, his mistakes vuccurred because the 
socialist movement had not been pursued for long, the socialist country had 
been in existence for even a shorter time and, while some of the laws of the 
development of socialism had become relatively clear, the greater part of them 
required further exploration. Meanwhile, another important reason was the 
influence of China's long feudal history which undermined the party's democra- 
tic centralism. Comrade Mao Zedong paid serious attention to overcoming the 
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defects in the party and state life. However, he failed to correctly analyze 
many issues in his late years; therefore, he made wrong decisions and took 
wrong actions. When making mistakes, he all along thought that he was being 
Marxist in theory and practice. While he held on to the mistake of the "Great 
Cultural Revolution" as a whole, he did curb and rectify certain concrete mis- 
takes, took the lead to smash Lin Biao's counterrevolutionary clique, protected 
and emancipated a group of cadres, and criticized and exposed those like Jiang 
Qing and Zhang Chungiao, preventing them from carrying out their conspiracy to 
seize the supreme leadership power. 


Evidently, though Comrade Mao Zedong made serious mistakes in his late years, 
they were the mistakes of a great proletarian revolutionary. He made great 
contributions to the liberation of China and the oppressed peoples in the 
world and to the progress of mankind. His great merits are immortal. 


Li Yuanshu [2621 0337 2579] 


Why is it ‘xtremely necessary to distinguish Mao Zedong Thought from Comrade 
Mao Zedong mistakes in his late years? 


The "Resolution" finds that it is extremely necessary to distinguish Mao Zedong 
Thought, a scientific theory long tested by time, from Comrade Mao Zedong's 
mistakes in his late years. Why do we make this distinction? The reasons are 
as follows: 


1. Comrade Mao Zedong's erroneous theses in his late years ran counter to Mao 
Zedong Thought and deviated from its track. Mao Zedong Thought is a scientific 
concept with a special meaning. The "Resolution" points out: "Based on the 
fundamental Marxist-Leninist principles, the Chinese communists with Comrade 
Mao Zedong as the main representative made a theoretic summary of the unique 
experiences of China's long revolutionary practice and formed a scientific 
guiding ideology compatible with its conditions. It was the product of the 
integration of the universal truths of Marxism-Leninism with the concrete 
practice of China's revolution--Mao Zedong Thought." From the scientific 
summary of Mao Zedong Thought in the "Resolution," we can see that Mao Zedong 
Thought is the application and development of Marxism-Leninism in China's 
revolution, the correct theoretical principle and experiential summary of 
China's revolution repeatedly verified in practice, and the crystallization of 
the collective wisdom of the Chinese communists in their common struggle. 
Therefore, we have no reason to feel that each word and phrase uttered by 
Comrade Mao Zedong belong in the realm of Mao Zedong Thought. His mistakes in 
the theory and practice of the class struggle in a socialist society were 
serious. His erroneous theses were com>letely incorrect in terms of China's 
class situation and the political conditions of the party and the state at 
that time. They were incompatible with either Marxism-Leninism or China's 
reality; therefore, they obviously strived from the track of Mao Zedong Thought 
which integrates Marxism-Leninism with the concrete practice of China's revo- 
lution, and must be distinguished completely from it. 
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2. Mao Zedong Thought is the fundamental guiding ideology of our party and 
our state; therefore, it absolutely should not contain any non-Marxist ingre- 
dient. Scientific things and erroneous things cannot be mixed together. If 
Comrade Mao Zedong’s erroneous theses in his late years are considered as Mao 
Zedong Thought, it is equivalent to saying that such theses are also part of 
the fundamental guiding ideology of our undertaking. Thus, people's mind will 
become confused, their actions will not be unanimous, the socialist cause will 
go astray and all the correct expositions of Mao Zedong Thought, which has 
become a scientific theory after the long test of history, will lose its guid- 
ing effect. It will become impossible to unify the ideology and actions of 
the party and the people or to rally people under the banner of Marxism-Lenin- 
ism and Mao Zedong Thought, so that they will concentrate their determination 
and strength on the great goal of building a modern social‘st power. 


3. Only by distinguishing Mao Zedong Thought from Comrade Mao Zedong's mis- 
takes in his late years will we be able to matter-of-factly and correctly 
understand his historical position and his ideology. Currently, some 
erroneous understandings exist in the appraisal and handling of Mao Zedong 
Thought. Taking the dogmatic attitude, some people feel that every word 
uttered by Comrade Mao Zedong is an immutable truth, and must be copied and 
followed verbatim, while others, seeing his mistakes in his late years, 
exaggerate such mistakes and negate the guiding effect of Mao Zedong Thought 
on China's revolution and construction. Though expressed in different forms, 
there is only one reason for the emergence of such erroneous understandings 
and attitudes--the failure to distinguish Comrade Mao Zedong's mistakes in his 
late years from Mao Zedong Thought. If we can truly distinguish the two, then 
we will realize that there are mistakes in Comrade Mao Zedong's views, and 
they are not part of the content of Mao Zedong Thought. We must not blindly 
follow them and practice dogmatism. Meanwhile, we will also realize that,” 
though Comrade Mao Zedong made mistakes, such mistakes are not Mao Zedong 
Thought. 


Wan Quan [8001 2938] 
Why must we continue to uphold Mao Zedong Thought? 


The "Resolution" points out that Mao Zedong Thought is our party's valuable 
spiritual asset and will guide our actions for a long time. This exposition 
fully affirms the scientific value and guiding effect of Mao Zedong Thought. 


In the struggle practice of the Chinese Communist Party and the Chinese people 
through the decades, Marxism-Leninism and Mao Zedong Thought have always been 
the guiding ideology of our party and our state. All our victories in the 
past were won under their guidance, and the successful completion of the va- 
rious tasks of the socialist revolution and construction in the future and the 
realization of communism must also be guided by them. As proved by the prac- 
tice of China's revolution, we cannot rely only on the general principles of 
Marxism-Leninism for the victory of the revolution. Only when the general 
principles of Marxism-Leninism are integrated with the concrete practice of 





our revolution will we discover the correct path and method of our revolution, 
while Mao Zedong Thought is precisely the product of integrating the universal 
truths of Marxism-Leninism with the concrete practice of China's revolution. 
Only with its concrete guidance will China's revolution and construction get 
on the road of victory. 


Comrade Mao Zedong made serious mistakes in theory and practice in his late 
years. With the vigorous distortion and sabotage by Lin RB’ .o, Jiang Qing and 
others on top thereof, people are unable to distinguish beiween Mao Zedong 
Thought and Comrade Mao Zedong's mistakes in his late years. Therefore, some 
people feel that we should no longer uphold Mao Zedong Thought. This view is 
wrong. Mao Zedong Thought must not be confused with Comrade Mao Zedong's mis- 
takes. Dust and sand do not dull the radiance of pearls. Nor will Comrade 
Mao Zedong's mistakes in his late years erode the great effect of Mao Zedong 
Thought. 


Enriching and developing Marxism-Leninism in many ways, Mao Zedong Thought is 
our party's valuable spiritual asset, and it will guide our actions for a long 
time to come. Our revolution and construction cannot depart from it even for 
an instant. Some people feel that, as many important works of Comrade Mao Ze- 
dong were written during the democratic revolution and the socialist reform 
period, they are “obsolete” and ao longer suitable. This view is also wrong. 
The process of the formation and development of Mao Zedong Thought was the 
process of the concrete application and victory of the basic Marxist-Leninist 
theories in China and that of our party's gradual maturity and development. 
Studying Comrade Mao Zedong's works is studying the history of the party. Not 
only enabling us to understand China's past, but it will help us solve the 
issues of today, learn the many basic truths, principles and scientific methods 
of Marxism-Leninism, and master their application to the concrete revolutionary 
practice and the socialist modernization construction. Take “on Protrrcted 
Warfare" for instance: Though it deals with the war of resistance against 
Japan, such thinkings as starting from China's reality to wage a protracted war 
against imperialism and opposing the "theory of a quick victory" have a guiding 
significance in our endeavor to understand China's national conditions, act 
according to our capabilities, advance steadily and pursue the modernization 
construction in steps and stages. The exposition in the "Resolution" on the 
path of building a modern socialist power adjusted to China's conditions is an 
embodiment of the principles with direct and long-range bearings in the social- 
ist revolution and construction hereafter as found in the Mao Zedong ideolo- 
gical system. The theories on the new democratic revolution, on the socialist 
revolution and socialist construction, on the building of revolutionary troops 
and military strategy, on ideological-political and cultural work, and on 
party building, and the scientific thinking, work and leadership methods with 
an even more universal guiding significence in our work hereafter, all found 

in Mao Zedong Thought, are powerful idevlogical weapons in the new historical 
period for us to build a great party, construct a glorious socialist mother- 
land, train a generation of revolutionary successors, forever continue the 
proletarian revolutionary cause, and finally realize the magnificent goal of 
communism. 


Gu Yue [0657 2588] 


35 











Why, when rectifying the slogan of “eontinuous revolution under the proletarian 
dictatorship," do we still need to continue with the revolutionary struggles in 
the various aspects? 


The "Resolution" points out that, when we firmly rectify the erroneous slogan 
of “continuous revolution under the proletarian dictatorship" of the "Great 
Cultural Revolution” where one class overthrew another class, it absolutely 
does not mean that the revolutionary mission has been completed and that the 
revolutionary struggles in the various aspects are no longer necessary. 


Is there a contradiction in rectifying the erronecus slogan of "continuous 
revolution under the proletarian dictatorship" and stressing the necessity to 
continue the revolutionary struggle in the various aspects? Actually, there 
is no contradiction. 


“Continuous revolution under the proletarian dictatorship" had its special 
meaning. In the process of launching and leading the "Great Cultural Revolu- 
tion," Comrade Mao Zedong proposed a number of erroneous leftwing theses. 

Such leftwing theses were incompatible with either Marxism-Leninism or China's 
reality and did not belong in the realm of Mao Zedong ““wought. However, they 
were summarized into the “continuous revolution under the proletarian dicta- 
torship" whereby one class overthrew another class and utilized by Lin Biao's 
and Jiang Qing's counterrevolutionary cliques. Since the slogan of "continuous 
revolution under the proletarian dictatorship" had its special meaning, it is 
completely proper for our party to clearly and firmly rectify its error today. 
Rectifying the error of this slogan is rectifying the error of the leftwing 
theses, and it absolutely does not mean that we should give up eating for fear 
of choking and no longer pursue the revolution. 


Marxism tells us that the socialist cause is a great revolution unprecedented 
in human history. In the past, we launched the socialist revolution, elimi- 
uated the exploiting system and exploiting classes, and established a socialist 
system founded on the production means public ownership with the broad people 
as the masters. However, it was only the first step in the 10,000-1li long 
march, and the journey of the revolution remains long and the tasks extremely 
arduous. Socialism must, on the foundation of eliminating the exploiting sys- 
tem aid exploiting classes, vigorously develop the social productive forces, 
perfect and improve the socialist production relations and the superstructure, 
and gradually eliminate the three major distinctions until the realization of 
communism. Our current struggle to build a modern socialist country is pre- 
cisely one stage of this great revolution. 


The practice of the new historical period also tells us that the revolutionary 
tasks are far from being completed and that we must continue with the revolu- 
tionary struggles in the various aspects. Today, though the exploiting classes 
no longer exist, the class struggle has not vanished. Open and hidden enemies 
in society and other saboteurs are still watching for their chances to make 
trouble, and some of them are very rampant. Therefore, we must continuously 
reinforce the state machine of the people's democratic dictatorship, raise our 
revolutionary vigilance, firmly defend the revolutionary interests and crack 
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down on the activities of the enemies and other saboteurs. Meanwhile, we must 
also realize that the remnant poison of the feudal ideology and the influence 
of the bourgeois ideology are still in existence, corrupting some of our 
people, especially the young, and blocking the progress of the socialist cause. 
The situation indicates that vigorously building a socialist spiritual civi- 
lization, reinforcing and improving ideological-political work, educating the 
people and the young with the communist ideals, ethics and beliefs, and over- 
coming the decadent and degenerate feudalist and capitalist ideological and 
cultural influences remain the important tasks of the socialist revolution. 
Our current socialist productive relations and superstructure require further 
perfection and development, which are also the important contents of the 
socialist revolution. In short, we must fully recognize the arduousness and 
complexity of the revolutionary tasks confronting us and vigorously pursue the 
socialist revolution to the final end. 


Naturally, our revolution today and the revolution before the overthrow of the 
exploiting system are different in many ways in content and method. By recfi- 
fying the erroneous slogan of "continuous revolution under the proletarian 
dictatorship" and casting off the leftwing ideological fetters, we will be 
able to truly assimilate the experiential lessons of history, avoid confusion, 
destruction and regression, make proper appraisals of the situation, and suc- 
cessfully pursue the socialist revolution and construction. 


Jia Dong [1367 2767] 
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SOCIOLOGICAL, EDUCATION AND CULTURE 


SHANDONG RENAMES TEACHER'S COLLEGE TEACHER'S UNIVERSITY 
Jinan DAZHONG RIBAO in Chinese 23 Aug 81 p 1 


[Text] With the approval of the provincial government, the Shandong Teacher's 
College has recently been renamed Shandong Teacher's University. 


The former Shandong Teacher's College was established in 1950. In the past 31 years, 
it has produced for the nation some 18,000 graduates and has made great contributions 
to the work of socialist construction of the country. This institute of learning now 
has 12 departments, 14 specialties and relatively strong liberal arts and science 
faculties. It has also established 18 research groups and 2 research institutes. 

The qualification of its teachers and its facilities are also relatively superior. 

It has some 650 teachers, including some 100 professors and associate professors 

and some 260 lecturers. Its library has over 800,000 volumes. The value of its 
teaching equipment totals over 2 million yuan. The chief purpose of changing the 
teacher's college into the teacher's university is to develop undergraduates of a 
high caliber, to gradually increase the ratio of graduate students, to assume the 
responsibility of developing teachers for teacher's colleges, to afford teachers 

the opportunity to pursue further studies, and to strengthen research in the theory 
and practice of the science of pedagogy. This new university will further upgrade 
such basic requirements as its campus buildings, the qualification of its teachers, 
its equipment, and its library so that the quality of teaching and the standard of 
scientific research may continue to be raised, that the function of key universities 
in the province may be fully developed, that the Shandong Teacher's University may 
develop into a center for the education of teachers and for research in the science 
of pedagogy, and that it may produce a larger number of talented people for the work 
of building the four modernizations. 
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SOCIOLOGICAL, EDUCATION AND CULTURE 


STATE COUNCIL APPROVES MORE SCHOOLS OF HIGHER LEARNING 

Jinan DAZHONG RIBAO in Chinese 1 Sep 81 p 4 

[Text] The State Council recently gave its approval for the establishment of 26 
additional institutions of higher learning, including 6 engineering schools, 2 
medical schools, 13 normal schools, 4 schools of finance and economics and 1 school 
of physical education. 

The 26 institutions of higher learning are: 

Tianjin College of Science and Engineering (Tianjin municipality) 

Wuhan College of Construction (Wuhan municipality in Hubei) 

Shanghai School of Prosthetics (Shanghai municipality) 

Yangzhou Industrial School (Yangzhou municipality in Jiangsu) 

Jiangsu College of Chemical Engineering (Changzhou muniwipality in Jiangsu) 
Beijing School of Electronics (Beijing municipality) 

Beizhen Medical College (Beizhen in Shandong) 

Taishan Medical College (Tai'an in Shandong) 

Liaocheng Teacher's College (Liaocheng county in Shandong) 

Yuncheng Teacher's School (Yuncheng county in Shanxi) 

Chaoyang Teacher's School (Chaoyang municipality in Liaoning) 

Beijie Teacher's School (Bijie county in Guizhou) 

Shangqiu Teacher's School (Shangqiu municipality in Henan) 


Lingling Teacher's School (Lingling county in Hunan) 


Suxian Teacher's School (Suxian in Anhui) 
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Fuzhou Teacher's School (Fuzhou municipality in Fujian) 

Baicheng Teacher's School (Baicheng municipality in Jilin) 

Changchun Teacher's College (Changchun municipality in Jilin) 

Hulan Teacher's School (Hulan county in Heilongjiang) 

Keshan Teacher's School (Keshan county in Heilongjiang) 

Lanzhou Commercial College (Lanzhou municipality in Gansu) 

Nanjing College of Food Economics (Nanjing municipality in Jiangsu) 

Liaoning School of Commerce (Jinzhou municipality in Liaoning) 

Heilongjiang School of Finance (Harbin in Heilongjiang) 

Jilin College of Physical Education (Changchun municipality in Jilin). 

According to informed sources in the Ministry of Education, approval was given for 
the establishment of these institutions of higher learning in order to fill a gap 
and to strengthen certain weak links in the chain and on the strength of the fact 


that the basic requirements for the establishment of such institutions have been 
met. 
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SOCIOLOGICAL, EDUCATION AND CULTURE 


NEW FIGURES, SOCIAL CONTRADICTIONS IN CURRENT LITERATURE 
Beijing WENXUE PINGLUN [COMMENTS ON LITERATURE] in Chinese No 4, 15 Jul 81 pp 81-84 


[Article by Lu Guishan [7120 6311 1472]: "Portraying New Figures and Reflecting 
Social Contradictions" ] 


[Text ] I. 


The appearance of works portraying new figures is not accidental. In the final 
analysis, it is determined by a life that has changed. In Engels' words, "the 
greater ideological depth" of these works is refined and epitomized in the "“his- 
torical content understood" by the authors, and their creative motives for por- 
traying the new figures "stem not from trivial individual desires, but from the 
historical high tide in which they find themselves." The path followed by China's 
literary creations in recent years eloquently proves the historical necessity that 
a literature portraying the new man appear. 


After the smashing of the "gang of four," writers first of all “understood that 
the historical content" was the pain and suffering caused the people by the evil 
political influence of Lin Biao and the "gang of four." Facing cold reality, 
authors deeply experienced the desires and cries of the millions of revolutionary 
masses who were demanding that the poison and calamity spread by the "gang of 
four" be exposed and cleansed away. They were lashed and shaken by this powerful 
"historical tide," and uncontainable creative impulses were aroused; thereupon, 

a great quantity of the "literature of the scarred" emerged, as the times required. 


After this, out of the "historical content which they understood," writers began 
trying to uncover the social origins which had caused and multiplied this ugly, 
deformed phenomenon. Writers began to be wise and profound. Then an "anti- 
thought literature" appeared. "Antithought literature" was the result of the 
writers dissecting and pondering the history of disorder and chaos of that period 
when the "gang of four" ran wild wreaking havoc. This literature dared to face 
life, pierced the abuses of the time, aud at the same time announced the methods, 
ways, and hopes of salvation. 


After the Third Plenary Session of the llth Party Central Committee, there was 

a change for the better in our lives. The party's correct line, direction, and 
policies had enormous power to change the old society and create a new historical 
situation. On all fronts there began to emerge new socialist persons with social- 
ist consciousness and a spirit of practice. To realize the four modernizations 














and to promote the great goals of China, these advanced forces looked reality 
Straight on and put their calm consideration of life into action, eradicating 
society’s abuses and healing life's wounds. They were pathfinders who hacked 
through difficulties, and they were bold and resolute innovators. Innovation and 
transformation became the wish of the people, the ideal of society, and "the high 
tide of history." Writers expected and "understood" this "high tide of history" 
and reflected it in their works with great enthusiasm, with the result that a 
literature of innovation and transformation appeared. This literature, which re- 
flected social transformation through the portrayal of the new figures, was deter- 
mined by the great practice of transforming society. The appearance of this lit- 
erature, which had a sense of the times and a sense of reality, was delightful 
and naturally “should have its own place in the realm of realism." 


Gorky said that literature walks in the steps of life. From the "literature of 

the scarred" to “antithought literature" and then to the “literature of transforma- 
tion"--this marked the track ahead and reflected the deepening of understanding 

by writers of the real life of this historical period. It was a development of 
China's literary creation in accord with the laws after the smashing of the "gang 
of four." 


II. 


In the clash of contradictions, the portrayal of new figures became a pattern of 
artistic creation both old and new. This is because contradictions are not im 
mutable. The deepening of realism and the deepening of character portrayal funda- 
mentally are derived from the breadth and depth of the social contradictions re- 
flected in the work. The most outstanding characteristic of the literature of 
transformation of the new period is that it can unite very closely and self- 
consciously the reflection of social contradiction and the portrayal of new fig- 
ures. 


Dealing with the relationship between portraying new figures and reflecting social 
contradictions frequently gives rise to two kinds of biases: either new figures 
are portrayed which are divorced from the reflection of social contradictions, so 
that they lose their basis in life and become either lifeless strawmen or awe- 
inspiring, fabricated gods who are hollow eulogies; or they are reflections of 
social contradictions without the portrayal of new figures, which can also become 
pure exposure and even become lost in their sombreness and gloom and sink into 
pessimism and hopelessness. We should not exclude works which incline to eulogy 
or to exposure, but we should even more advocate those which combine the reflec- 
tion of social contradictions and the portrayal of new figures even better. By 
contrast, the literature of transformation in the new period has provided us with 
beneficial experiences. These words try hard through the portrayal of new figures 
to intervene directly in life, to attack abuses, to bring out important social 
questions, to be aware of contradictions in the areas of politics, economics, law, 
and morality, and to emphasize showing the soul-stirring struggle which is ad- 
vanced by the social transformation from the activity and disputation of the 
worlds of the soul and of emotion. 


The works "Honest Official With Household Duties," "The Pathfinder," and "There's 
Internal Strife Afoot," which are about new figures, expose incisively and in a 
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timely fashion the contradictions encountered in social transformation, including 
the reform of the cadre system and the economic management system, and in particu- 
lar the all-out effort to resist and obstruct feudal traditional thinking and the 
force of custom. These works are like a mirror which reflects China's present na- 
tional situation, and the social contradictions we see in them are even broader 
and deeper than in works which merely expose. Although these works are about the 
struggles andcontradictions among the people, the struggles and contradictions 
among the people have situations as full of perils as whirlpools and rapids. From 
the writers’ pens, the characters all join in the raging tide of struggle in the 
new period. They often throw themselves into the perils of the new long march as 
innovators, men of action, and professionals at revolution, smashing through bar- 
riers and overcoming dangers. These works pay special attention to portraying the 
firm faith, tenacious character, and lofty and admirable soul of the socialist 
generation's new man. Xin Qiming [6580 0796 2494] in "Soil" is a model of uphold- 
ing the materialist ideological line. He loses his party membership to maintain 
his party spirit, but he is still unswerving in his loyalty and shows the lofty 
sentiments of a true communist. The writer shows that remolding the social soil 
is much more arduous and important than remolding the natural soil. If the soil 
of society is shrouded with the poisonous mists of sham, lies, and flattery, then 
not only will it be impossible to turn the desert into an oasis, but even that 
land which has been turned into an oasis will once again be swallowed up by the 
desert. 


"Honest Official With Household Duties" shows incisively the test of strength be- 
tween the new and old ideology concerning the reform of the cadre system. The 
work praises the old cadre Liang Yu [2733 5038] who yielded to Quan Fuxian's [2938 
2105 6343] stirring deeds, revealing the political foresight, class character, 

and crystal clear inner world of the older generation of revolutionaries. And yet 
his acts encounter the unreasonable entanglement and obstruction of his wife Yang 
Qingwei [2799 7230 5588], who is superstitious and worships authority. The battle 
between them goes from a falling out to hatred. The feudal concept of the author- 
ity of position and hereditary thinking poisoned the soul of this "power-hungry 
woman,'’ with the result that she lost her self-respect and love for herself and 
suddenly became ugly, second-rate, and lower class. As far as Yang Qingwei is 
concerned, "power" is simply a very effective weapon for her to use to pursue the 
things she wants, like the nuisance which Jia Baoyu wore around his neck and which 
attached his soul to his body, and if one day that "spiritual precious jade" was 
lost, then his soul would be lost or sunk in dejection or even become bewitched. 
This artful depiction tells us that if the feudal hereditary obstinacy is not 
eliminated and the persistent ailment of worship of power is not pointed out, it 
will not be possible to realize the reform of the cadre system. 


"The Pathfinder" and "There's Internal Strife Afoot" bravely expose the struggle 
between innovation and conservatism in the process of readjusting the economic 
management system. This struggle has a powerful sense of reality. It reaches 
into the many areas of the economy, politics, and law; it merges and runs through 
the contradictions of party and government, politics and business, the central 
authority and the local areas, the "rules" and "local needs," the upper echelons 
and the lower subordinates, the general situation and the particular situation; 
and it reveals the intricate contradictions and struggles between the historical 
high tide of reforms in the new period and the force of old habits and traditions. 
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With their trenchant pens, the writers isolate the genes behind this contradiction 
and struggle: social transformation cannot but affect the political and economic 
interests of the local areas and sections which are readjusted, and thus it must 
encounter the resistance and boycott of those areas and sections. The leaders of 
the Jiajin District portrayed in "There's Internal Strife Afoot" are representa~ 
tives of the conservative forces with which the historical high tide of social 
revolution must contend. Without any consideration at all for the overall inter- 
ests of the nation or the long-range interests of the local area, their vested, 
inflated, collective political and economic interests are drawn together, and their 
mutual help and protection are deep-rooted and ingrained. They adopt patriarchal 
administrative organizational methods, consolidate at every step, erect defensive 
lines, conduct a power struggle with the opportunistic and cunning trickery of the 
exploitive class officialdom, and build a bastion against reform. This work may 
lack a precise and appropriate sense of propriety in describing the Jiajin Dis- 
trict Party Committee, but in it we can see how feudalistic thinking, tradition, 
and force of habit can flaunt the banner of reinforced party leadership and use 

the central authority's slogan to develop local initiative and, with rational and 
lawful forms and auspices, can do their utmost to support and inflate their special 
local interests in order to resist and boycott the social transformation which is 
under way. This must come to our attention. This work has the protagonist Fu 
Lianshan [0265 6647 1472] in desperation unlawfully breaking down layer after 

layer of interference and obstacle after obstacle in the destruction of the elec- 
trical network, and breaking the law to shock and wake up those people wiho are 
blinded by special interests. The tragic conclusion, which is beyond all expecta- 
tion, may harm the character of Fu Lianshan or even make the reader disappointed 
with social transformation. But just like this determined, innovative protagonist, 
we have been through a shock of the spirit and the igniting, spurting, and sublima- 
tion of emotional suffering. Why shouldn't an innovator such as Fu Lianshan, burn- 
ing with impatience to revive China, earn the praise and support of the party and 
of society? 


The new people and the social contradictions they face are many and varied. There 
are Che Pengkuan [6508 4659 1401] and Fu Lianshan, who master important social con- 
tradictions, and there is also Lu Wenting [7120 2429 1250], who gives out radiant 
splendor through a tempering in contradictions and everyday life. Lu Wenting has 
great forbearance, accepts the torments of life, and bears heavy burdens at work. 
This is a new figure who is tough, tenacious, and extraordinary. She does not en- 
gage in big empty talk, but her thought and deeds shine with the brillance of 
ideals. She is like a camel in the desert; she can put up with all kinds of hard- 
ships and shoulder heavy responsibilities. She is like an ox that plows the 
fields; what she eats is grass, and what she produces is milk. She is like a can- 
dle; she consumes herself and sheds light for others. Lu Wenting is ordinary, but 
she is also great. Her spirit of devotion, like "the silkworm that spins until 
death," makes her a special person. We firmly believe that Lu Wenting, who is 
loyal to the enterprise and loyal to the people in trial before Liu Hulan [0491 
5170 5695], can certainly become Liu Hulan; in the struggle of Fu Lianshan and 

Che Pengkuan, she will certainly become Fu Lianshan and Che Pengkuan; in Liang 
Yu's situation, she will certainly become Liang Yu. There is absolutely no doubt 
of this. This is the great spiritual force of our revival of China. 
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III. 


Combining the portrayal of new figures and the reflection of social contradictions 
is useful for accomplishing the following: 


Combining praise and exposure. Exposure is necessary. Attacking old things which 
endanger revolution and the physical and mental health of the people is a responsi- 
bility which writers cannot push off onto others. Exposure can help people reject 
evil influences, while negative phenomena can, through denying ugly methods, reach 
the goal of affirming beauty. But recognizing ugliness is not the same as dis- 
covering beauty, just as praise cannot substitute for exposure and exposure cannot 
substitute for praise. But rather than preferring praise or preferring exposure, 
we should advocate combining praise and exposure to reflect completely the battle 
between light and darkness. Portraying new figures and reflecting social contra- 
dictions not only do not overlook exposing the dark and negative sides of life, 
but they also accomplish good things on the positive side by intervening in life 
and seeking truth from facts and praising advanced social forces, as well as [ac- 
complish] the heroic achievements of facing up to and resolving social contradic- 
tions, of striving to discover the trend of historical development that light must 
win out over darkness. Experience in writing novellas shows that only by exposure 
in praise can exposure be effective, and that only by praise in exposure can praise 
be forceful. In “Honest Official With Household Duties," isn't praise for Liang 
Yu's noble deed of yielding to Quan Fuxian a last against Yang Qingwei's desire 
for greedy use and pursuit of personal authority? On the other hand, pointing out 
the persistence of Yang Qingwei's obsession with and worship of authority can more 
forcefully set off and throw into relief the unselfishness, purity, and nobility 
of Liang Yu's spiritual world. 


Combining summarizing historical experience, directly facing earnest reality, and 
looking to the future. Portraying new figures and reflecting social contradic- 
tions require looking back at yesterday, looking today in the eye, and looking 
ahead to tomorrow; thus it combines traditional education and ideal education. 

The new figure understands best that the past is today's past and the future is 
today's future. By portraying and describing new figures as revolutionary profes- 
sionals, men of action, and transformers of society, many works not only expose 
incisively the abuses of social life and discover the lessons that should be re- 
membered from the unwise and misguided in history, but also through developing 
measures, proposals, and blueprints to transform society they establish new mile- 
stones and point out the goals ahead. This is beneficial in arousing the people's 
spirits and raising and strengthening the people's faith and courag: to struggle 
for the realization of long-range ideals; and it is very beneficial in stopping 
and overcoming the perplexed hesitation and dejection of tragic disappointment 
which pure exposure can bring. By showing Xin Qiming's fate, "Soil" explains that 
only by having a correct ideological and volitical line ard dispelling and sweep- 
ing away the filthy social practices of «xaggeration and falsity can the ideal of 
“making every inch of the motherland become fully fertile" be realized. By show- 
ing the tragic encounter of Lo Qun and Teng Jingfeng, "Romance in Tianyun Moun- 
tains" bids farewell to years which devastated and humbled people, painfully turns 
over an absurd and irrational page of history with profound and sincere hope, and 
foretells a strong and vigorously developing tomorrow. 
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Socialist literature and art should use socialist and communist ideology to educate 
the people. Only by portraying new figures and reflecting social contradictions 
can positive education and negative education be better combined and thus complete- 
ly realize the educational function of art. Simply exposing can only tell people 
what they should not do but cannot tell them positively what they should do; only 
through praise combined with exposure--through a comparison of the positive with 
the negative--can people be given a comprehensive education; i.e., tell the people 
what they should not do and at the same time tell them what they should do, and 
from a positive angle give the people a clear and direct model that they can study. 
"The Story of the Criminal Li Tongzhong" writes for the people the biography of Li 
Tongzhong, who gave his life for the cause, while at the same time it paints a 
portrait of the hypocritical and selfish Yang Wenxiu. People respect the pure and 
noble spirit of Xin Qiming in "Soil" and at the same time view with contempt Wei 
Daxiong, who rose to high position braving the wind and the waves. People ridi- 
cule, detest, and even curse Wu Yao in "Romance in Tianyun Mountains," while at the 
same time they are moved and imitate the firm character, lofty sentiments, loyal 
and steadfast conviction, and spirit of devotion of Luo Qun and Feng Jingfeng, who 
tenaciously pursue and readily bear a cross. The works uncover the spiritual 
beauty of the new figures, flash brilliance from the implicit, reveal strength 
from the depths, give people hope and encouragement, and can play a very positive 
role in raising the spiritual borders of the Chinese people. 


Marx said that the proletariat "cannot draw its own poetry out of the past, but 
only from the future." Although our lives are filled with difficulties and dan- 
gers, the revolution has hope. Socialist literature and art should excel at dis- 
covering the positive factors which shine forth sharply from life and, by portray- 
ing new figures and reflecting the social contradictions of the new period, en- 
courage and stimulate people to fight for the bright road ahead. 
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